
To provide water for public supply, the City of Kalama currently obtains groundwater from sands and gravels below the Kalama 
wƛǾŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǿŜƭƭ ǎƛǘŜ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ н ƳƛƭŜǎ Ŝŀǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YŀƭŀƳŀ ŀƴŘ  
Columbia rivers.  The water is withdrawn via a Ranney Well collection system which consists of three horizontal  
collection pipes extending below the Kalama River at a depth of 15 feet. The Kalama River watershed is mainly     forest land. 
¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǿŀǘŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ  ŦƛƭǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎƛƴŦec-
tion. The Ranney Well system has been producing high-quality water for the City since the 1970s. 

¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ YŀƭŀƳŀΩǎ wŀƴƴŜȅ ²Ŝƭƭ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƻǿ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƭŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǇǇŜǊ όǎŜŜ ²ŀǘŜǊ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ 
Data, page 2).  However, lead and copper can leach into residential water at higher concentrations from building 
plumbing systems.  Therefore, testing for these two contaminants is conducted at homes categorized as high risk 
under worst-case conditions.  Homes or buildings that were built or replumbed with copper pipes and lead-based 
solder are considered to be high risk.  This type of solder was used prior to 1985.   

This report covers drinking water delivered during the year 2008. 

Groundwater travels through various types of soil strata, dissolving naturally occurring  
ƳƛƴŜǊŀƭǎΦ  5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ  ǎǳōǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǿŀǘŜǊ Ƴŀȅ άǇƛŎƪ ǳǇέ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ  
animal or human activity. Contaminants that may be present in the soil strata include microbes, inorganic and  
organic chemicals, pesticides and herbicides, and  radioactive materials. To ensure that your tap water is safe to 
drink, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) prescribes regulations which limit the amount of certain  
contaminants in water provided by public water systems.  Food and Drug Administration regulations establish limits 
for contaminants in bottled water which must provide the same protection as public drinking water systems. 
 

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population.  
Immune-compromised individuals such as persons with cancer who are undergoing chemotherapy, persons who 
have undergone organ transplants, persons with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly and  
infants can be particularly at risk from infections.  These people should seek advice from their health care providers 
about drinking water. Guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other 
microbial contaminants have been  created by the EPA and the Center for Disease Control. Copies of these        
guidelines are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline - (800-426-4791) and at their website:     
www.epa.gov/safewater. 

Lead and Copper Testing 

General Health Effects Information 

¸ƻǳǊ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ²ŀǘŜǊ {ȅǎǘŜƳ 
The quality of your Kalama water is excellent.  

/ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ tŀƎŜ нΧΦ 



The City is committed to supplying its customers with high quality and aesthetically pleasing drinking water.  The City 
has adopted the following practices to ensure that the drinking water supplied to its customers meets or exceeds all 
federal and state standards: 

Every six years the City prepares a Water System Comprehensive Plan that analyzes all aspects of the water   
system to identify current and future needs for improvements. The most recent plan was completed and approved 
by the Department of Health in 2001. The new 2008 plan is in review with the Department of Health. 
 

Part of the Comprehensive Plan is a Water Conservation Program that sets specific goals for reducing water use 
to maximize water resources. 
 

 The City maintains all required water quality monitoring cycles as set by the Washington State Department of 
Health and the USEPA. 

The City welcomes input from its residents on ways to protect and conserve its water supply and would be happy to 
supply you with additional information on ways you can help protect our water resources.  To comment on water 
issues or this report, residents may contact Public Works staff at (360) 673-3706 or attend the regularly scheduled 
Public Works Committee meetings at 4:30 p.m. on the first Monday of each month at the City Shop, 6315 Old Pacific 
Highway South. 
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WATER QUALITY DATA FOR MOST RECENT STATE - REQUIRED TESTING 

Contaminant Highest Level  
Allowed (MCL) 

Highest Level  
Detected 

Goal (MCLG) In Compliance 
Yes or No 

Possible Sources of  
Contamination 

 Primary Contaminants        

Turbidity 5.0 NTU 0.97 NTU N/A YES     Soil erosion/rust from pipes 

Copper 1.3 mg/L** 0.56 mg/L* 1.3 mg/L YES Corrosion of plumbing fixtures 

Fluoride 4 mg/L 1.7 mg/L 4 mg/L YES Natural Deposits 

Lead 15 mg/L** .006 mg/L* 0 mg/L YES Corrosion of plumbing fixtures 

Nitrate 10 mg/L .20 mg/L 10 mg/L YES Natural deposits, fertilizers 

Haloacetic Acids 15 mg/L 7.4 mg/L N/A YES By-product of drinking water chlorination 

Total Trihalomethanes 80 mg/L 12.0 mg/L N/A YES By-product of drinking water chlorination 

Chlorine Residual 4.0 mg/L 1.3 mg/L 4 mg/L YES Measure of disinfectant added to water 

The table below lists the ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŎƻƴǘŀƳƛƴŀƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜǘŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ YŀƭŀƳŀΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ 
tests in 2006 (unless otherwise noted).  City water was tested for a total of 84 volatile and synthetic organic       
chemicals (Voc & Soc) in 2006. None were even detected.  

Thirty-six samples were taken from throughout the water system, and sent to an independent laboratory for         
bacteriological testing. One hundred percent of the results were satisfactory. 

Water Quality Monitoring Results 

Water Resource Protection Programs 

 Your Kalama water exceeds the highest standards set for drinking water quality.  

Worst-case conditions are typically early morning when water has been stagnant in pipes for over six hours. 
Chemicals are now added at the Drinking Water Treatment Plant to raise pH which reduces plumbing fixture cor-
rosion. The 2007 testing for copper and lead showed the City was in compliance with copper and lead levels. It 
was evident that the pH control at the water plant was effective. 

/ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ tŀƎŜ мΧΦ 




