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Chapter 17.04 

 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

 

Sections: 

17.04.010 Title. 

17.04.020 Purpose. 

17.04.030 Application of regulations. 

 

17.04.010 Title. 

 This title shall be known as the ñCity of Kalama Zoning Ordinance.ò (Ord. 491 § 1.01, 1966). 

 

17.04.020 Purpose. 

 This title is adopted in furtherance of the comprehensive plan of the city. It is declared that the regulations 

contained herein are necessary for the protection and preservation of the public health, safety, and general wel-

fare, and are designed, among other things, to encourage the most appropriate use of land throughout the city; 

to promote the coordinated development and redevelopment of land, buildings, and structures within the city; to 

guide the orderly growth of the city; to maintain the economic stability of land use areas and the conservation 

and protection of building values; to provide adequate light, air, privacy, and access, to secure safety from fire 

and other dangers, and to prevent overcrowding of land and avoid undue concentration of population; to help 

facilitate adequate provision for transportation, water supply, sewerage, schools, parks, and other public re-

quirements. (Ord. 491 § 1.02, 1966). 

 

17.04.030 Application of regulations. 

 No building or structure shall be erected and no existing building or structure shall be moved, altered, added 

to, or enlarged; nor shall any land, building, or structure be used for any purpose or in any manner other than as 

permitted by this title or amendments thereto, and in compliance with all other applicable regulations adopted 

by the city including Chapter 15.02, Critical Areas Protection. (Ord. 1138 § 4, 2004: Ord. 491 § 1.03, 1966). 
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Chapter 17.08 

 

DEFINITIONS  

 

Sections: 

17.08.010 Definition of words and phrases. 

17.08.020 City officials. 

17.08.022 Accessory uses. 

17.08.025 Adult family home. 

17.08.026 Adverse impact  

17.08.028 Assisted living. 

17.08.030 Agriculture.  

17.08.040 Alley. 

17.08.043 Arcade. 

17.08.044 Bed and breakfast inn. 

17.08.045 Buffer area. 

17.08.050 Building. 

17.08.060 Building, accessory. 

17.08.070 Building height. 

17.08.080 Building, main. 

17.08.085 Build-to-line.  

17.08.090 Carport.  

17.08.095 Child day care center. 

17.08.100 Clinic. 

17.08.104 Congregate care facility. 

17.08.106 Continuing care facility. 

17.08.110 Density. 

17.08.120 Dwelling, multiple family.  

17.08.130 Dwelling, single-family. 

17.08.140 Dwelling, two-family. 

17.08.142 Dwelling, three family. 

17.08.144 Dwelling, four family.  

17.08.150 Dwelling unit. 

17.08.160 Family. 

17.08.165 Family child care home. 

17.08.167 Flag lot. 

17.08.168 Flag stem. 

17.08.169 Green roof.   

17.08.170 Gross floor area. 

17.08.172 Group home/rehabilitation center. 

17.08.175 Hazardous waste. 

17.08.178 Hazardous waste treatment and storage facility. 

17.08.180 Home occupation. 

17.08.185 Incineration facility.  

17.08.190 Junkyard. 

17.08.195 Large-lot estate. 

17.08.198 Light industrial manufacturing.  

17.08.200 Lot.  

17.08.210 Lot, corner. 

17.08.220 Lot depth. 

17.08.230 Lot, interior.  

17.08.240 Lot line, front.  

17.08.250 Lot line, rear. 

17.08.260 Lot line, side. 
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17.08.270 Lot, through. 

17.08.280 Lot width.  

17.08.281 Machinery/equipment rentals. 

17.08.282 Manufactured home. 

17.08.283 Nursing home. 

17.08.285 Off -site hazardous waste treatment or storage facility. 

17.08.288 On-site hazardous waste treatment or storage facility. 

17.08.290 Outdoor advertising sign. 

17.08.299 Places of assembly. 

17.08.300 Parking space, off-street. 

17.08.301 Recreation vehicle (RV). 

17.08.302 Recreation vehicle park (RV-park). 

17.08.306 Recycling center. 

17.08.310 Sign. 

17.08.312 Small lot single-family residential. 

17.08.315 State siting criteria. 

17.08.318 Storage. 

17.08.320 Street. 

17.08.330 Street line. 

17.08.340 Structure. 

17.08.350 Townhouse.  

17.08.365 Treatment. 

17.08.368 Truck terminal.  

17.08.370 Variance. 

17.08.375 Waste transfer site. 

17.08.380 Yard, front.  

17.08.390 Yard, rear. 

17.08.400 Yard, side. 

 

17.08.010 Definition of words and phrases. 

 For the purpose of this title certain terms and words are defined in this chapter. When not inconsistent with 

the context, words used in the present tense include the future; the singular tense includes the plural, and the 

plural the singular; the word ñshallò is always mandatory and the word ñmayò denotes a use of discretion in 

making a decision; the word ñused,ò unless the context otherwise requires, shall be considered as though fol-

lowed by the words: ñor occupied,ò ñor intended,ò ñor arranged,ò and, ñor designed to be used.ò (Ord. 491 Ä 

2.01, 1966). 

 

17.08.020 City officials. 

 ñCommissionò means the Kalama planning commission. (Ord. 491 Ä 2.02, 1966). 

 

17.08.022 Accessory uses. 

 ñAccessory buildingò or ñaccessory useò means a subordinate use or subordinate building customarily 

incidental to and located upon the same lot occupied by the main use or building. 

 

17.08.025 Adult family home. 

 ñAdult family homeò means the regular family abode of a person or persons who are providing personal 

care, room and board to more than one but not more than four adults who are not related by blood or marriage 

to the person or persons providing the services; except that a maximum of six adults may be permitted if the 

Washington State Department of Social and Health Services determines that the home and the provider are ca-

pable of meeting standards and qualifications provided for by law.  

 

17.08.026 Adverse impact.  

 ñAdverse impactò means a negative impact for the physical, social, or economic environment from an action 

or project. 
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17.08.028 Assisted living. 

 ñAssisted livingò means any group residential program that provides personal care and support services to 

people who need help with daily living activities as a result of physical or cognitive disability. Assisted living 

communities usually offer help with bathing, dressing, meals and housekeeping. The amount of help provided 

depends on individual needs, however, full-time (twenty-four hours a day) care is not needed. Assisted living 

communities go by a variety of names: adult homes, personal care homes, retirement residences, etc. 

 

17.08.030 Agriculture.  

 ñAgricultureò means the tilling of the soil, the raising of crops, horticulture, floriculture, small livestock 

farming, dairying, and animal husbandry, including all uses customarily incidental thereto, but not including 

hog farm, slaughterhouse, fertilizer works, bone yard, plant for the reduction of animal matter, or any other 

secondary processing of agricultural products. (Ord. 491 § 2.03, 1966). 

 

17.08.040 Alley. 

 ñAlleyò means a passage or way, open to public travel and dedicated to public use, affording generally a 

secondary means of vehicular access to abutting lots and not intended for general traffic circulation. (Ord. 491 § 

2.04, 1966). 

 

17.08.043 Arcade. 

 ñArcadeò means a building or part of a building in which five or more pinball machines, video games, or 

other similar player-operated amusement devices are maintained. (Ord. 1073 § 1 (part), 2001). 

 

17.08.044 Bed and breakfast inn. 

 ñBed and breakfast innò means an owner-occupied residence which has a maximum of three guest units 

within a single-family dwelling, the owners of which serve breakfast to quests.   

 

17.08.045 Buffer area. 

 ñBuffer areaò means a landscaped area of predetermined width intended to separate and partially obstruct the 

view of two adjacent land uses or properties from one another. (Ord. 944 § 1(A), 1996). 

 

17.08.050 Building. 

 ñBuildingò means any structure having a roof supported by columns or by walls, and intended for the shelter, 

housing, or enclosure of people, animals, or chattels. (Ord. 491 § 2.05, 1966). 

 

17.08.060 Building, accessory. 

 ñAccessory buildingò means a detached subordinate building, the use of which is incidental to that of a main 

building on the same lot, and which does not change or alter the character of the premises. (Ord. 491 § 2.06, 

1966). 

 

17.08.070 Building height. 

 ñBuilding heightò means the vertical measurement from average grade at the front of the house to the highest 

point of the roof beams in the case of flat roofs, to the deck line of mansard roofs, or to the center height be-

tween eaves and ridges for gable, hip or gambrel roofs. For this purpose, the level of the eaves shall be taken to 

mean the highest level where the plane of the roof intersects the plane of the outside wall on a side containing 

the eaves. The maximum building heights set forth in this Title shall be measured utilizing this definition. 

Chimneys, ventilators, antennas, skylights or solar panels shall not be considered part of the height limit. 

Domes, towers, or spires which are the integral part of churches or religious buildings shall not be subject to 

these limitations. 

 

17.08.080 Building, main. 

 ñMain buildingò means a building in which is conducted the principal use of the lot on which it is situated. 

In any residential district, a dwelling shall be deemed to be the main building on the lot on which it is situated. 

(Ord. 491 § 2.08, 1966). 
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17.08.085 Build-to-line.  

 ñBuild-to-linesò are intended to encourage pedestrian-oriented development, while providing more flexibili-

ty in site design than what is possible with large setbacks. With buildings placed close to the street, a develop-

ment can afford good access for emergency service providers in the case of a fire or other emergency. Where no 

minimum setback is required, all structures and buildings shall conform to the applicable fire and building 

codes (e.g., for attached structures, fire walls, and related requirements). 

 

17.08.090 Carport.  

 ñCarportò means a covered space for the housing of one or more motor vehicles and enclosed on no more 

than two sides by walls, screens, cabinets, or other types of enclosures. (Ord. 491 § 2.09, 1966). 

 

17.08.095 Child day care center. 

 ñChild day care centerò means a facility providing regularly scheduled care for a group of thirteen or more 

children, within a one-month of age through twelve years of age range exclusively, for periods less than twenty-

four hours, as licensed and regulated by the Department of Social and Health Services under WAC 388-155. 

(Ord. 795 § 2 (part), 1991). 

 

17.08.100 Clinic. 

 ñClinicò means a building or portion of a building containing offices for providing medical, dental, psychia-

tric, or chiropractic services for out-patients only. (Ord. 491 § 2.10, 1966). 

 

17.08.104 Congregate care facility. 

 ñCongregate care facilityò means a multiple dwelling residential facility for senior citizens, featuring a 

central lobby, common dining area, and recreational rooms. The fee structure shall include at least one meal per 

day in the common dining area. Domiciliary care services may also be provided. Accessory support uses for 

tenants, such as pharmacies, banking services, barbers/beauticians, etc., may be included. 

 

17.08.106 Continuing care facility. 

 ñContinuing care facilityò means an age-restricted development or facility that provides, to individuals of 

retirement status, accommodations and care such as board, independent living, licensed nursing care and 

medical or other health-related services, and that typically enters into contracts to provide care.  

 

17.08.105 Day care center. 

ñDay care centerò means a facility regularly providing care for 13 or more children for periods of less than 

24 hours, and licensed for such use by the state. No such center shall be located in a private family residence 

unless the portion of the residence where the children have access is used exclusively for the children during the 

hours the center is in operation or is separate from the usual living quarters of the family.  

 

17.08.110 Density. 

 ñDensityò means the number of dwelling units or building structures permitted per (net) acre of land. This 

definition is sometimes referred to as ñnet-density,ò which excludes streets, easements, water, slope grades 

greater than fifteen to twenty percent, open spaces, etc., from the building calculation formula. (Ord. 944 § 

1(B), 1996). 

 

17.08.120 Dwelling, multiple family.  

 ñMultiple family dwellingò means a building designed for or containing four or more independent dwelling 

units. (Ord. 491 § 2.14, 1966). 

 

17.08.130 Dwelling, single family. 

 ñSingle family dwellingò means a detached building designed for or containing one dwelling unit. (Ord. 491 

§ 2.12, 1966). 

 

17.08.140 Dwelling, two family. 
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 ñTwo family dwellingò means a detached building containing two independent dwelling units (e.g., duplex). 

(Ord. 491 § 2.13, 1966). 

 

17.08.142 Dwelling, three family.  

 ñThree-family dwellingò means a detached building containing three independent living units (e.g., triplex). 

 

17.08.144 Dwelling, four family.   

 ñFour-family dwellingò means a detached building containing four independent living units (e.g., fourplex). 

 

17.08.150 Dwelling unit. 

 ñDwelling unitò means a building or portion of a building, which provides complete housekeeping facilities 

for one family, meeting all uniform building code and Washington State energy code standards or manufactured 

home requirements as defined in Section 17.08.282. (Ord. 944 § 1(I), 1996: Ord. 491 § 2.15, 1966). 

 

17.08.160 Family. 

 ñFamilyò means one or more persons living as a single nonprofit housekeeping unit. (Ord. 491 Ä 2.16, 1966). 

 

17.08.165 Family home day care. 

 ñFamily home day careò means a facility in the family residence of the licensee providing regularly sche-

duled care for twelve or fewer children, including the children who reside at the home, within a birth through 

eleven-years-of-age range exclusively for periods less than twenty-four hours, as licensed and regulated by the 

Department of Social and Health Services under WAC 388-155. (Ord. 795 § 2 (part), 1991). 

 

17.08.167 Flag lot. 

 ñFlag lotò means a lot which consists of a lot or a grouping of contiguous small lots platted prior to 1950, 

including a narrow strip of property connecting the building site to an existing developed city street.  See Figure 

17.08-A. Flag lots may also be created in a new land division pursuant to Title 16. (Ord. 974 § 3(1), 1997). 

 

17.08.168 Flag pole. 

 ñFlag poleò means that portion of a flag lot which connects a lot or a grouping of continuous small lots 

which were created prior to 1950 to an existing, developed city street. See Figure 17.08-A. A flag pole shall be 

a minimum of twelve and one-half feet wide, for a single-family residence and 18-20 feet wide for multiple-

family dwellings or more than one single-family residence that share the same section of flag pole. (Ord. 974 § 

3(2), 1997). 

 

Figure 17.08-A: Flag lot schematic. 
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17.08.169 Green roof.  

 ñGreen roofò means a roof of a building that is partially or completely covered with vegetation and soil, or a 

growing medium, planted over a waterproofing membrane. This does not refer to roofs which are merely 

colored green, as with green roof shingles. It may also include additional layers such as a root barrier and 

drainage and irrigation systems. 

 

17.08.170 Gross floor area. 

 ñGross floor areaò means the sum of the areas of all floors included within the surrounding walls of a build-

ing or portion thereof, exclusive of vents, shafts, and courts. (Ord. 491 § 2.17, 1966). 

 

17.08.172 Group home/rehabilitation center. 

 ñGroup home/rehabilitation centerò means a publicly or privately operated residential facility licensed by the 

state for children, developmentally, physically or mentally disabled individuals, recovering alcoholics or drug 

addicts, juveniles or adults under the jurisdiction of the criminal justice system and other groups of a similar 

nature. Group homes or rehabilitation centers shall be limited to twelve residents including staff. (Ord. 1073 § 1 

(part), 2001). 

 

17.08.175 Hazardous waste. 

 ñHazardous wasteò means and includes all dangerous and extremely hazardous waste as defined in RCW 

Chapter 70.105. (Ord. 918 § 1 (part), 1995; Ord. 751 § 2 (part), 1988). 

 

17.08.178 Hazardous waste treatment and storage facility. 

 ñHazardous waste treatment and storage facilityò means a location at which hazardous waste is treated 

and/or stored. (Ord. 751 § 2 (part), 1988). 

 

17.08.180 Home occupation. 

 ñHome occupationò means any use customarily conducted in a home environment and entirely within a 

dwelling unit or as allowed, within an accessory structure, which use is clearly incidental and secondary to the 

use of the dwelling unit for dwelling purposes and does not change the character thereof. (Ord. 491 § 2.18, 

1966). 

 

17.08.185 Incineration facility.  

 ñIncineration facilityò is where municipal refuse is sorted and burned at extremely high temperature to re-

duce refuse into an ash substance. The ash is then transferred to an approved central sanitary landfill for final 

disposal in accordance with all applicable local, state and federal regulations. (Ord. 1073 § 1 (part), 2001). 

 

17.08.190 Junkyard. 

 ñJunkyardò means the use of a lot, or a portion of any lot, for the storage, keeping, or abandonment of junk, 

including scrap metals or other scrap material, or the use of any area for the dismantling, demolition, or aban-

donment of automobiles or other vehicles or machinery or parts thereof. This definition shall not be deemed to 

include uses conducted entirely within an enclosed building or the outdoor display and sale of used automobiles 

in operable condition. (Ord. 491 § 2.19, 1966). 

 

17.08.195 Large-lot estate. 

 ñLarge-lot estateò means any parcel of property three acres in size or larger permitted within the R-1 zone. 

(Ord. 944 § 1(C), 1996). 

 

17.08.198 Light industrial manufacturing.  

 ñLight industrial manufacturingò means a use engaged in the manufacture, predominately from previously 

prepared materials, of finished products or parts, including processing, fabrication, assembly, treatment, pack-

aging, incidental storage, sales, and distribuition of such products, but excluding basic industrial processing. 

(Ord. 1073 § 1 (part), 2001). 

 

17.08.200 Lot.  
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 ñLotò means one or more parcels of land occupied or to be occupied by a use or building or group of build-

ings and accessory buildings, together with such open spaces as are required under the provisions of this title 

and having not less than the minimum area required by this title in the district in which such land is situated. 

ñLotò as defined herein is not necessarily the same as a platted lot. (Ord. 491 Ä 2.20, 1966). 

 

17.08.210 Lot, corner. 

 ñCorner lotò means a lot bounded on two sides by intersecting street lines; provided that the interior angle of 

intersection or interception of said street lines does not exceed one hundred thirty-five degrees. (Ord. 491 § 

2.21, 1966). 

 

17.08.220 Lot depth. 

 ñLot depthò means the horizontal distance between the midpoints of the front lot line and the rear lot line. 

For lots with front lot lines containing curves or angles, the measurement shall be taken from a line parallel to 

and midway between a base line joining the front corners of the lot and a line drawn parallel to said base line 

tangent to the curve. (Ord. 491 § 2.24, 1966). 

 

17.08.230 Lot, interior.  

 ñInterior lotò means a lot other than a corner lot. (Ord. 491 Ä 2.22, 1966). 

 

17.08.240 Lot line, front.  

 In the case of an interior lot, ñfront lot lineò means the line separating the lot from the street right-of-way; in 

the case of a corner lot, ñfront lot lineò means the line separating the narrowest street frontage of the lot from 

the street right-of-way, or, where a corner lot has two or more street frontages of equal length or nearly equal 

length, the front lot line shall be a line separating the narrowest frontage of the lot from a street or accessway or 

as otherwise approved by the building official. The flag pole on a flag lot shall not be used to determine the 

front lot line. The front lot line for a flag lot shall be as shown in Figure 17.08-A. (Ord. 974 § 3(3), 1997: Ord. 

491 § 2.25, 1966). 

 

17.08.250 Lot line, rear. 

 ñRear lot lineò means the lot boundary line which is generally opposite the front lot line. If the lot comes to a 

point at the rear, that point shall be deemed to be the rear lot line. In the case of a through lot, there will not be a 

rear lot line. (Ord. 491 § 2.26, 1966). 

 

17.08.260 Lot  line, side. 

 ñSide lot lineò means any lot boundary line which is not a front line or a rear lot line, excluding the flag pole 

on a flag lot. (Ord. 974 § 3(4), 1997: Ord. 491 § 2.27, 1966). 

 

Figure 17.08-B: Lot line drawing. 
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Figure 17.08-C: Lot lines for irregular lots. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

17.08.270 Lot, through. 

 ñThrough lotò means a lot, other than a corner lot, having frontage on more than one street. (Ord. 491 Ä 2.23, 

1966). 

 

17.08.280 Lot width.  

 ñLot widthò means the distance between side lot lines measured at a point twenty-five feet from the front lot 

line on each side lot line. The flag stem on a flag lot shall not be used to determine lot width, excluding the flag 

stem on a flag lot. (Ord. 974 § 3(5), 1997: Ord. 491 § 2.28, 1966). 

 

17.08.281 Machinery/equipment rentals. 

 ñMachinery/equipment rentalsò mean the rental of equipment or machinery commonly stored outside and 

commonly used in construction and industrial activities or used for transport of goods or equipment. (Ord. 1073 

§ 1 (part), 2001). 

 

17.08.282 Manufactured home. 

 ñManufactured homeò means a single-family residence constructed after June 15, 1976, in accordance with 

state and federal requirements for manufactured homes, which: 

 A. Is comprised of at least two fully enclosed parallel sections each of not less than twelve feet wide by 

thirty-six feet long; 

 B. Was originally constructed with and now has a composition or wood shake or shingle, coated metal, or 

similar roof of nominal 3:12 pitch; and 

 C. Has exterior siding similar in appearance to siding materials commonly used on conventional site-built 

uniform building code single-family residences. (Ord. 1166 § 1, 2005: Ord. 944 § 1(D), 1996). 

 

17.08.283 Nursing home. 

 ñNursing homeò means any home, place or institution which operates or maintains facilities providing 

convalescent or chronic care, or both, for a period in excess of 24 consecutive hours for three or more patients 

not related by blood or marriage to the operator. This definition shall not be construed to include general 

hospitals or other places which provide care and treatment for the acutely sick and maintain and operate 

facilities for major surgery. 

 

17.08.285 Off -site hazardous waste treatment or storage facility. 

 ñOff-site hazardous waste treatment or storage facilityò means facilities that treat and store hazardous waste 

from generators on properties other than that on which the facility is located. (Ord. 751 § 2 (part), 1988). 

 

17.08.288 On-site hazardous waste treatment or storage facility. 

 ñOn-site hazardous waste treatment or storage facilityò means a facility that stores or treats hazardous wastes 

generated on the same, geographically contiguous or bordering properties. (Ord. 751 § 2 (part), 1988). 

 

17.08.289 Open space.  

 ñOpen spaceò means improved or unimproved area that is (1) designated and maintained for active or pas-

sive recreation, other activities normally carried on outdoors, visual buffering, or for preservation in a natural 
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state because of natural assets or unsuitability for development, and (2) not covered by buildings, accessory 

structures, parking structures, parking lots, except that structures appropriate for the authorized recreational use 

of the open space used to conserve or enhance the amenities of the open space may be sited on the open space.  

Open space does not include street right-of-way, parking lots, or yards in platted lots at or less than the mini-

mum lot size.  Depending upon authorization by the city, open space may be owned either in common by and 

for the use of the subdivision residents or by a public agency through dedication to the public. 

 

17.08.290 Outdoor advertising sign. 

 ñOutdoor advertising signò means any lettered, figured, or pictorial matter or other sign of any kind or cha-

racter whatsoever, made visible for outdoor advertising purposes. (Ord. 491 § 2.29, 1966). 

 

17.08.299 Places of assembly. 

 ñPlaces of assemblyò means a building used in whole or part for the gathering together of persons for such 

purposes as deliberation, entertainment, amusement, or awaiting transportation. Churches, lodges, community 

halls, and club houses would fall under this definition. (Ord. 1073 § 1 (part), 2001). 

 

17.08.300 Parking space, off-street. 

 ñOff-street parking spaceò means space within a public or private parking area, or within a building used for 

the parking or storage of motor vehicles. (Ord. 491 § 2.30, 1966). 

 

17.08.301 Recreation vehicle (RV). 

 ñRecreation vehicleò means a vehicle, self-propelled or otherwise, designed for temporary sheltering of per-

sons while traveling. Such vehicles shall have a body width of eight feet or less and a length of less than forty-

one feet. Such vehicles include truck-mounted campers, self-propelled travel vans and all units classified as 

motor homes by the State Department of Labor and Industries. (Ord. 944 § 1(E), 1996). 

 

17.08.302 Recreation vehicle park (RV-park). 

 ñRecreation vehicle park (RV-park)ò means an area designed, equipped and maintained under single owner-

ship, for the temporary parking of two or more recreation vehicles being used for living quarters. Temporary 

parking, for the purposes of this title, shall mean the placement and use of an RV on a designated parking site in 

an approved RV-park for not more than thirty days per designated site. (Ord. 944 § 1(F), 1996). 

 

17.08.306 Recycling center. 

 ñRecycling centerò means a collection point for small recyclable items and materials, such as cans, bottles, 

newspapers, secondhand goods and used motor oil. Activities of a recycling collection center are limited to 

sorting, compacting and transferring. (Ord. 1073 § 1 (part), 2001). 

 

17.08.310 Sign. 

 ñSignò means any structure, or device, or portion thereof, identifying the premises, the occupant of said 

premises, or relating to goods or services manufactured, produced, or available on said premises. (Ord. 491 § 

2.31, 1966). 

 

17.08.312 Small lot single-family residential. 

 ñSmall lot single-family residentialò means a zoning overlay designated that permits single-family residen-

tial units to be built on lot sizes less than the standard lot size assigned the underlying residential zone, subject 

to site-plan approval. (Ord. 944 § 1(G), 1996). 

 

17.08.315 State siting criteria. 

 ñState siting criteriaò means the criteria developed by the Washington State Department of Ecology under 

the authority of RCW 70.105.210 for the siting of hazardous waste management facilities. (Ord. 918 § 1 (part), 

1995; Ord. 751 § 2 (part), 1988). 

 

17.08.318 Storage. 
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 ñStorageò means the holding of hazardous waste for a temporary period. Accumulation of hazardous waste 

by an on-site generator is not storage as long as the generator complies with the applicable requirements of 

WAC 173-200 and 173-201. (Ord. 918 § 1 (part), 1995; Ord. 751 § 2 (part), 1988). 

 

17.08.320 Street. 

 ñStreetò means a public right-of-way which affords the principal means of access to abutting property, in-

cluding avenue, place, way, drive, lane, boulevard, highway, road, and any other thoroughfare except an alley. 

(Ord. 491 § 2.32, 1966). 

 

17.08.330 Street line. 

 ñStreet lineò means the boundary line separating a lot from a street. (Ord. 491 § 2.33, 1966). 

 

17.08.340 Structure. 

 ñStructureò means anything constructed or erected which requires location on the ground or attachment to 

something having location on the ground. (Ord. 491 § 2.34, 1966). 

 

17.08.350 Townhouse.  

 ñTownhouseò means a residential living unit that includes fee ownership of the underlying property, while 

maintaining one or more common walls. 

 

17.08.365 Treatment. 

 ñTreatmentò means the physical, chemical or biological processing of hazardous waste to make such waste 

nondangerous or less dangerous, safer for transport, amenable for energy or material resource recovery, amena-

ble for storage, or reduced in volume. A hazardous waste treatment facility requires a state dangerous waste 

permit under the provisions of Chapter 173-303, Washington Administrative Code (WAC). (Ord. 751 § 2 

(part), 1988). 

 

17.08.368 Truck terminal.  

 ñTruck terminalò means a building or area in which freight brought by a truck is assembled and/or stored for 

routing or reshipment, or in which semi-trailers, including tractor and/or manufactured home units and other 

trucks are parked or stored. (Ord. 1073 § 1 (part), 2001). 

 

17.08.370 Variance. 

 ñVarianceò means a modification of the regulations of this title after finding that the literal application of the 

provisions of this title would cause undue and unnecessary hardship in view of certain facts and conditions ap-

plying to a specific building, structure, or parcel of land. (Ord. 491 § 2.37, 1966). 

 

17.08.375 Waste transfer site. 

 ñWaste transfer siteò means an area where municipal refuse is collected in either forty cubic yard drop boxes 

or one hundred cubic yard transfer manufactured homes, for hauling to an approved central sanitary landfill for 

final disposal in accordance with all applicable local, state and federal regulations. (Ord. 1073 § 1 (part), 2001). 

 

17.08.380 Yard, front.  

 ñFront yardò means a yard extending the full width of a lot, and measured as to depth at the least horizontal 

distance between the front lot line and the exterior wall of building on the lot. (Ord. 491 § 2.38, 1966). 

 

17.08.390 Yard, rear. 

 ñRear yardò means a yard which extends the full width of a lot, and measured as to depth at the least hori-

zontal distance between the rear lot line and the exterior wall of the main building or structure on the lot. (Ord. 

491 § 2.39, 1966). 

 

17.08.400 Yard, side. 



 227 

 ñSide yardò means a yard which extends from the front lot line to the rear lot line, and measured as to width 

at the least horizontal distance between a side lot line and the exterior wall of a main building or structure on 

the lot. (Ord. 491 § 2.40, 1966). 
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Chapter 17.10 

 

ENFORCEMENT  

 

Sections: 

17.10.002 Violations. 

17.10.004 Enforcement generally. 

17.10.006 Investigation and notice of violation. 

17.10.008 Time to comply. 

17.10.010 Stop work order. 

17.10.012 Emergency order. 

17.10.014 Review by hearing examiner. 

17.10.016 Civil penalty. 

17.10.018 Criminal penalties. 

17.10.020 Additional relief.  

 

17.10.002 Violations. 

 A. It is a violation of KMC Titles 15, 16 and/or 17 for any person to initiate, maintain, or cause to be in-

itiated or maintained, the use of any structure, land or property within the city of Kalama without first obtaining 

the permits or authorizations required for the use by the aforementioned codes. 

 B. It is a violation of KMC Titles 15, 16 and/or 17 for any person to use, construct, locate, demolish or 

cause to be used, constructed, located or demolished, any structure, land or property within the city of Kalama 

in any manner that is not permitted by the terms of any permit or authorization issued pursuant to the aforemen-

tioned codes; provided, that the terms or conditions are explicitly stated on the permit or the approved plans. 

 C. It is a violation of KMC Titles 15, 16 and/or 17 to: 

 1. Remove or deface any sign, notice, complaint or order required by or posted in accordance with this 

chapter and the aforementioned codes; 

 2. To misrepresent any material fact in any application, plans, or other information submitted to obtain 

any building or construction authorization; 

 3. Fail to comply with any of the requirements of Titles 15, 16 and/or 17, or any permit or authorization 

issued thereunder. 

 D. Subdivision Violations. 

 1. Any person, firm, corporation or association or any agency of any person, firm, corporation or associa-

tion who violates any provision of Title 16 KMC, or any authorization or approval issued thereunder, relating to 

the sale, offer for sale, lease or transfer of any lot, tract, or parcel of land, shall be guilty of a gross misdemea-

nor and each sale, offer for sale, lease or transfer of each separate lot, tract or parcel of land in violation of any 

provision of Title 16 KMC or authorization or approval issued thereunder shall be deemed a separate and dis-

tinct offense. 

 2. Whenever land within a subdivision granted final approval is used in a manner or for a purpose which 

violates any provision of KMC Title 16, or any term or condition of plat approval, then the city council may 

direct the city attorney to commence an action to restrain and enjoin such use and compel compliance with the 

provisions of Title 16 or with such terms and conditions of plat approval. The costs of such action shall be 

taxed against the violator. (Ord. 1138 § 5, 2004: Ord. 1112 § 5, 2002). 

 

17.10.004 Enforcement generally. 

 A. The code enforcement officer is designated to administer and enforce this chapter. The code enforce-

ment officer may call upon the police, building or other appropriate city departments to assist in enforcement. 

As used in this chapter, ñcode enforcement officerò shall also mean his or her duly authorized representative. 

 B. Upon presentation of proper credentials, the code enforcement officer may, with the consent of the 

owner or occupier of a building or premises, or pursuant to a lawfully issued inspection warrant, enter at rea-

sonable times any building or premises subject to the consent or warrant, in order to perform the duties imposed 

by KMC Titles 15, 16 and 17. 

 C. This chapter is enforced for the benefit of the health, safety, and welfare of the general public, and not 

for the benefit of any particular person or class of persons. 
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 D. It is the intent of this chapter to place the obligation of compliance with its requirements upon the own-

er, occupier or other person responsible for the condition of the land and buildings within the scope of KMC 

Titles 15, 16 and 17. 

 E. No provision of or any term used in this chapter is intended to impose any duty upon the city or any of 

its officers or employees which would subject them to damages in a civil action. (Ord. 1138 § 6, 2004; Ord. 

1112 § 5, 2002). 

 

17.10.006 Investigation and notice of violation. 

 A. Investigation. The code enforcement officer shall investigate any structure or use which the officer 

reasonably believes does not comply with the standards and requirements of KMC Titles 15, 16 and/or 17. 

 B. Notice of Violation. If, after investigation, the code enforcement officer determines that the standards 

or requirements of KMC Titles 15, 16 and/or 17 have been violated, the officer may serve a notice of violation 

upon the owner, tenant or other person responsible for the condition. The notice of violation shall contain the 

following information: 

 1. A separate statement of each standard, code provision or requirement violated; 

 2. What corrective action, if any, is necessary to comply with the standards, code provision or require-

ments; 

 3. A reasonable time for compliance; 

 4. A statement that (for zoning code violations), if the violation is not already subject to criminal prosecu-

tion, any subsequent violations may result in criminal prosecution as provided in KMC Section 17.10.018. 

 C. Service. The notice shall be served on the owner, tenant, or other person responsible for the condition 

by personal service, registered mail, or certified mail with return receipt requested, addressed to the last known 

address of such person. If, after a reasonable search and reasonable efforts are made to obtain service, the whe-

reabouts of the person(s) is unknown or service cannot be accomplished and the code enforcement officer 

makes an affidavit to that effect, then service of the notice upon such person(s) may be made by: 

 1. Publishing the notice once each week for two consecutive weeks in the cityôs official newspaper; and 

 2. Mailing a copy of the notice to each person named on the notice of violation by first class mail to the 

last known address if known, or, if unknown, to the address of the property involved in the proceedings. 

 D. Posting. A copy of the notice shall be posted at a conspicuous place on the property, unless posting the 

notice is not physically possible. 

 E. Other Actions May be Taken. Nothing in this chapter shall be deemed to limit or preclude any action or 

proceeding taken pursuant to KMC Sections 17.10.010, 17.10.012, 17.10.016, 17.07.018 or 17.07.020. 

 F. Optional Notice to Others. The code enforcement officer may mail, or cause to be delivered to all resi-

dential and/or nonresidential rental units in the structure or post at a conspicuous place on the property, a notice 

which informs each recipient or resident about the notice of violation, stop work order or emergency order and 

the applicable requirements and procedures. 

 G. Amendments. A notice or order may be amended at any time to: 

 1. Correct clerical errors; or 

 2. Cite additional authority for a stated violation. 

(Ord. 1138 § 7, 2004; Ord. 1112 § 5, 2002). 

 

17.10.008 Time to comply. 

 A. Determination of Time. When calculating a reasonable time for compliance, the code enforcement of-

ficer shall consider the following criteria: 

 1. The type and degree of violation cited in the notice; 

 2. The stated intent, if any, of a responsible party to take steps to comply; 

 3. The procedural requirements for obtaining a permit to carry out corrective action; 

 4. The complexity of the corrective action, including seasonal considerations, construction requirements 

and the legal prerogatives of landlords and tenants; and 

 5. Any other circumstances beyond the control of the responsible party. 

 B. Order Becomes Final Unless Appealed. Except for notices of violation citing criminal penalties, the 

notice of violation shall become final, unless an appeal is filed with the city council in accordance with KMC 

Section 17.10.160. There is no administrative appeal to the city council of a notice of violation citing criminal 

penalties. A copy of the notice or order may be filed with the county auditor against the property, to provide 
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notice to any subsequent purchasers. The code enforcement officer may choose not to file a copy of the notice 

or order if the notice or order is directed only to a person responsible for the condition of the property other 

than the owner. (Ord. 1112 § 5, 2002). 

 

17.10.010 Stop work order. 

 Whenever a continuing violation of this code will materially impair the code enforcement officerôs ability to 

secure compliance with Titles 15, 16 and/or 17 or this chapter, or when the continuing violation threatens the 

health or safety of the public, the officer may issue a stop work order specifying the violation and prohibiting 

any work or other activity on the site. In addition, the stop work order shall contain all of the elements of a no-

tice of violation. (Ord. 1138 § 8, 2004: Ord. 1112 § 5, 2002). 

 

17.10.012 Emergency order. 

 Whenever any use or activity in violation of KMC Titles 15, 16 and/or 17 threatens the health and safety of 

the occupants of the premises or any member of the public, the code enforcement officer may issue an emer-

gency order directing that the use or activity be discontinued and the condition causing the threat to the public 

health and safety be corrected. The emergency order shall include all of the elements of a notice of violation 

and shall be posted in a conspicuous place on the property. A failure to comply with an emergency order shall 

constitute a violation of this chapter. 

 Any condition described in the emergency order which is not corrected within the time specified in the order 

is hereby declared to be a public nuisance, and the code enforcement officer shall work together with the city 

attorney to abate such public nuisance under all available means. The cost of such abatement shall be recovered 

from the owner or person responsible or both, in the manner provided by law. (Ord. 1138 § 9, 2004: Ord. 1112 

§ 5, 2002). 

 

17.10.014 Review by hearing examiner. 

 A. Notice of Violation (Criminal Penalties). There is no administrative appeal of a notice of violation is-

sued pursuant to this chapter which subjects the violator to criminal prosecution and the imposition of criminal 

penalties. 

 B. Notice of Violation (Civil Penalties). Any person significantly affected by or interested in a notice of 

violation issued by the code enforcement officer pursuant to this chapter which subjects the violator to civil 

prosecution may obtain an appeal of the notice by requesting such appeal within fifteen calendar days after ser-

vice of the notice. When the last day of the period so computed is Saturday, Sunday or a city holiday, the period 

shall run until five p.m. on the next business day. The request shall be in writing, and upon receipt of the appeal 

request, the code enforcement officer shall forward the request to the city clerk-treasurer for consideration by 

the hearing examiner. 

 C. At or after the appeal hearing, the hearing examiner may: 

 1. Sustain the notice of violation; 

 2. Withdraw the notice of violation; 

 3. Continue the review or appeal to a date certain for receipt of additional information; or 

 4. Modify the notice of violation, which may include an extension of time for compliance as set forth in 

the notice of violation. 

 D. The hearing examiner shall issue a decision within twenty-one days of the date of the completion of the 

appeal, and shall cause the same to be mailed by regular first class mail to the person(s) named on the notice of 

the violation, mailed to the violator(s) and appellant (if different from the violator). If the notice of violation or 

order has been filed with the county auditor, the city shall record the decision with the county auditor. 

 E. The hearing examinerôs decision is the final decision of the city and no administrative appeal of the 

hearing examinerôs decision is allowed. In order to appeal the hearing examinerôs decision, a person withstand-

ing to appeal must file a land use petition to the court as provided in Chapter 36.70C RCW. (Ord. 1112 § 5, 

2002). 

 

17.10.016 Civil penalty. 

 A. In addition to any other sanction or remedial procedure which may be available, any person violating 

or failing to comply with any of the provisions of KMC Titles 15 and/or 17 shall be subject to a cumulative 
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penalty in the amount of fifty dollars per day for each violation from the date set for compliance until com-

pliance with the notice of violation or order is achieved. 

 B. The penalty imposed by this section shall be collected by civil action brought in the name of the city. 

The code enforcement officer shall notify the city attorney in writing of the name of any person subject to the 

penalty, and the city attorney shall take appropriate action. 

 C. The violator may show as full or partial mitigation of liability: 

 1. That the violation giving rise to the action was caused by the willful act, or neglect or abuse of another; 

 2. That correction of the violation was commenced promptly upon receipt of the notice thereof, but that 

full compliance within the time specified was prevented by inability to obtain necessary materials or labor, ina-

bility to gain access to the subject structure, or other condition or circumstance beyond the control of the viola-

tor. (Ord. 1138 § 10, 2004; Ord. 1112 § 5, 2002). 

 

17.10.018 Criminal penalties. 

 A. Any person violating or failing to comply with any of the provisions of Title 17 and who has had a 

judgment entered against him or her pursuant to chapter 17.10 KMC or its predecessors within the past five 

years shall be subject to criminal prosecution and upon conviction of a subsequent violation, shall be fined in a 

sum not exceeding five thousand dollars or be imprisoned for a term not exceeding one year or be both fined 

and imprisoned. Each day of noncompliance with any of the provisions of KMC Title 17 shall constitute a sepa-

rate offense. 

 B. The above criminal penalty may also be imposed: 

 1. For any other violation of KMC Title 17 for which corrective action is not possible; and 

 2. For any willful intentional, or bad faith failure or refusal to comply with the standards or requirements 

of KMC Titles 15 and/or 17. (Ord. 1138 § 11, 2004; Ord. 1112 § 5, 2002). 

 

17.10.020 Additional relief.  

 The city may also seek other legal or equitable relief to enjoin any acts or practices and abate any condition 

which constitutes or will constitute a violation of KMC Titles 15, 16 and/or 17 when civil or criminal penalties 

are inadequate to effect compliance. (Ord. 1138 § 12, 2004: Ord. 1112 § 5, 2002). 
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Chapter 17.12 

 

ADMINISTRATION --ENFORCEMENT  

 

Sections: 

17.12.020 Applications for building permits.  

17.12.030 Interpretation of title.  

17.12.040 Clarification of title.  

17.12.050 Appeals. 

 

17.12.020 Applications for building permits.  

 All applications for building permits shall be accompanied by a plot plan showing the actual dimensions of 

the lot to be built upon, the size, use, and location of all existing buildings and the building to be erected under 

authority of the permit applied for, and such other information as may be necessary to show compliance with 

the provisions of this title. (Ord. 516 § 3 (part), 1970; Ord. 491 § 14.02, 1966). 

 

17.12.030 Interpretation of title.  

 In the interpreting and applying the provisions of this title, they shall be held to be minimum requirements 

adopted for the promotion of the public health, safety, and general welfare. Except as specifically herein pro-

vided, this title does not repeal, abrogate, annul, or in any way impair or interfere with any existing provision of 

law, regulation, rule, or permit previously adopted or issued, or which shall be adopted or issued pursuant to 

law, relating to the use of buildings or land or relating to the erection, construction, establishment, moving, alte-

ration, or enlargement of any building or structure; nor is it intended to interfere with or abrogate or annul any 

easement, covenant, or other agreement between parties; provided that whenever this title imposes greater re-

strictions upon the erection, construction, establishment, moving, alteration, or enlargement of any building or 

structure or the use of any building, structure, or land, than are imposed or required by such existing provision 

of law, or regulation, rule, or permit, or easement, covenant, or agreement, then the provisions of this title shall 

control. (Ord. 516 § 3 (part), 1970; Ord. 491 § 14.03, 1966). 

 

17.12.040 Clarification of title.  

 In case of uncertainty or dispute as to the meaning, intention, interpretation or application of the terms of the 

Uniform Building Code or the Kalama zoning code, or of the zoning map, a request for clarification or decision 

shall be submitted to the city code official who shall provide a written ruling thereon within thirty days of such 

submission. (Ord. 808 § 2, 1992: Ord. 516 § 3 (part), 1970; Ord. 491 § 14.04, 1966). 

 

17.12.050 Appeals. 

 Any affected citizen or administrative official may appeal to the city council from any orders, recommenda-

tions, permits, decisions, rulings or determinations made by city code official in the administration or enforce-

ment of provisions of the Uniform Building Code or the Kalama zoning code, or any ordinances adopted pur-

suant thereto, which are adverse to his interest, by filing with the clerk-treasurer, within ten days from such 

ruling or date of action, a written notice of appeal. Thereupon the clerk-treasurer, shall forthwith transmit to the 

city council all papers constituting a record upon which the action appealed from was taken; in addition thereto, 

the council may, at its hearing, receive such additional evidence as it deems relevant. Upon hearing, the council 

shall have the power to overrule or alter the ruling of any city code official, or to refer any matter back to the 

city code official for restudy or reconsideration. The action of the city council shall be final and binding unless 

appealed pursuant to the provisions of RCW 35A.63.110. (Ord. 808 § 3, 1992: Ord. 516 § 3 (part), 1970; Ord. 

491 § 14.05, 1966). 
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Chapter 17.16 

 

USE DISTRICTS--ZONING MAP  

 

Sections: 

17.16.010 Districts established. 

17.16.020 Zoning map. 

17.16.030 Uses established. 

17.16.040 District boundaries. 

17.16.050 Unclassified areas. 

17.16.060 R-1 district--Boundaries. 

17.16.070 R-2 district--Boundaries. 

17.16.080 R-3 district--Boundaries. 

17.16.090 Commercial districts--Boundaries. 

17.16.100 I -1 district--Boundaries. 

17.16.110 Rec. district--Boundaries. 

 

17.16.010 Districts established. 

 In order to classify and regulate the use of land, buildings, and structures, the city is divided into the follow-

ing use districts: 

 

Description Symbol Typical Uses 

Low density residential district R-1 Single family dwellings and associated public 

and quasi-public uses. 

Medium density residential 

district 

R-2 Single family, two family, triplexes and asso-

ciated public and quasi-public uses per Section 

17.22.020(B). 

High density residential district R-3 Four-plexes, multi-family apartments, board-

ing houses, etc., and associated public and 

quasi-public uses per Section 17.24.020(C). 

Central Business District C-1 Retail activities, motels, service stations, res-

taurants, personal services, governmental uses, 

etc. 

 

Highway Commercial   C-2 Regional commercial centers, automobile-

oriented services, and manufacturing uses. 

Industrial district I-1 Manufacturing, warehousing, and wholesale 

sales. 

Recreational district Rec. Areas devoted to facilities and equipment for 

recreational purposes such as swimming, 

playgrounds, marinas, parks, and other similar 

uses. 

Residential district for mobile 

homes 

R--MH Single family and associated public and quasi-

public uses. 

Single-family large lot R-1(LL) Single-family dwellings; agricultural and fore-

stry activities and limited public and quasi-

public uses per Section 17.21.020(E). Large-

lot estates are limited to the R-1 zone only. 

Single-family small lot SF-SL Single-family dwellings, and associated public 

and quasi-public uses per Section 

17.20.030(B) on small lot less than the stan-

dard lot size assigned the underlying residen-

tial zone, subject to site plan approval, allowa-
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Description Symbol Typical Uses 

ble in all residential zones. 

 

(Ord. 944 § 2(A), 1996; Ord. 918 § 3, 1995; Ord. 516 § 1, 1970; Ord. 491 § 3.01, 1966). 

 

17.16.020 Zoning map. 

 The location and boundaries of the various use districts established by Section 17.16.010 and an overlay on 

those districts showing the present public and quasi-public land uses located within those districts are as speci-

fied on the official zoning map of the city as filed in the office of the city clerk, which map may be amended 

from time to time hereafter as provided in this title. 

 Changes in the boundaries of the zone shall be made by ordinance or resolution adopting the amended zon-

ing map, or part of said map, or unit of a part of said map, and when adopted, said maps, parts or units of maps, 

shall become a part of this title.  Amendment procedures shall be those set forth in Chapter 17.56. 

 

 

17.16.030 Uses established. 

 The boundaries of such use districts as  are shown upon the official zoning map of the city made a part of 

this title, or upon amendments thereto, are adopted and approved and the regulations of this title governing the 

uses of land, buildings, and structures, the size of yards about buildings and structures, and other matters as 

herein set forth are established and declared to be in effect upon all land included within the boundaries of each 

and every use district shown upon the official zoning map of the city or upon amendments thereto. (Ord. 491 § 

3.03, 1966). 

 

17.16.040 District boundaries. 

 When uncertainty exists as to the boundaries of any use district shown on the zoning map, the following 

rules of interpretation shall apply: 

 A. Where a district boundary is indicated as approximately following the centerline of a railroad, street, 

alley, or highway, the right-of-way actual centerline shall be construed to be the boundary. 

 B. Where a district boundary is indicated as being approximately parallel to the centerline of a railroad, 

street, alley, or highway right-of-way, the boundary shall be construed to be parallel to that centerline. 

 C. Where a district boundary is indicated as approximately following property lines, the actual property 

lines shall be construed to be the boundary. 

 D. Where a public street or alley is officially vacated or abandoned, the regulations applicable to the abut-

ting property to which the vacated portion reverts shall apply to such vacated or abandoned street or alley. 

 E. In case uncertainty exists which cannot be determined by the application of the foregoing rules, the 

commission shall recommend that the council shall determine the location of use district boundaries.(Ord. 491 

§ 3.04, 1966). 

 

17.16.050 Unclassified areas. 

 All land not classified on the official zoning map as being in one of the use districts established by Section 

17.16.010, and all lands, if any, in the city, not shown on the official zoning map, should be classified R-2 until 

they are more specifically classified by an amendment to this title. All lands annexed to the city after the first 

day of November, 1978, shall not be zoned by virtue of such annexation, but the zoning of such newly annexed 

property shall be determined and established following resolution by the city council as provided by Section 

17.56.010, and thereafter in the manner prescribed in Chapter 17.56 of this title. (Ord. 944 § 2(C), 1996: Ord. 

613 § 1, 1978: Ord. 586 § 1, 1976: Ord. 491 § 3.05, 1966).  

 

17.16.060 R-1 district--Boundaries. 

 The boundaries for the R-1 district shall be as follows: all of the land within the existing incorporated city 

limits excepting the following: all land lying within the state highway right-of-way; all land lying within the 

medium and high density residential, commercial, recreational and industrial zones. (Ord. 944 § 2(D), 1996: 

Ord. 491 (part), 1966). 
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17.16.070 R-2 district--Boundaries. 

 The boundaries of the R-2 district shall be as follows: 

Beginning at the northwesterly corner of Lot 3, Block 40 in the Columbia Addition on the easterly right-of-way 

of the interstate highway; proceeding thence northeasterly along the northerly line of Lot 3, Block 40 in the 

Columbia Addition and extension therefrom to the northwesterly corner of Lot 22, Block 41 in the Columbia 

Addition; continuing in a northeasterly direction along the northerly line of Lot 22, Block 41 and an extension 

therefrom to the center of the platted alley between the easterly and westerly halves of Block 41 of the Colum-

bia Addition; thence southeasterly along the centerline of said alley to the center of an alley platted between the 

easterly and westerly halves of Block 3 in Cannonôs First Addition; thence southeasterly along the center of the 

alley between the easterly and westerly halves of Block 3 in Cannonôs First Addition to the northerly line of 

Kalama Out Lot 4; thence northeasterly along the northerly line of Kalama Out Lot 4 to its northeasterly corner 

on the westerly right-of-way of South First Place; thence southerly along the westerly right-of-way of South 

First Street to the easterly right-of-way of South First Street also known as Old Pacific Highway; thence sou-

theasterly along the easterly right-of-way of South First Street to the southerly line of Woodale Drive; thence 

east along the southerly line of Woodale Drive approximately 250ô; thence south to the northeasterly right-of-

way of Cloverdale Road; thence southeasterly along the northern right-of-way of Cloverdale Road to southwest 

corner of Parkland Addition which lies on the west line of the Jacob Ahles D.L.C.; thence proceeding north 

along the west line of the Jacob Ahles D.L.C. to the northeasterly right-of-way of Military Drive; thence north-

westerly along the northerly right-of-way of Military Drive to the southern right-of-way of China Garden Road; 

thence east along the south line of China Garden Road to the easterly line of Block 34 in Stoneôs Addition; 

thence southerly along the easterly line of Block 34 in Stoneôs Addition to the north line of Church Street; 

thence west along the north line of Church Street to an extension of the west right-of-way of South Fifth Street; 

thence south along the western right-of-way of South Fifth Street and its extension to the south line of Cedar 

Street; thence east along the south line of Cedar Street to the east line of South Eighth Street; thence north along 

the east line of South Eighth Street to the northwest corner of Lot 20, Block 19 of the Court House Addition; 

thence west along an extension of the north line of an extension from the northwest corner of Lot 20, Block 19 

to the southeast corner of Lot 12, Block 18 of the Court House Addition; thence west along the south line of Lot 

12, Block 18 to its southwest corner, thence north to the south line of Date Street; thence east to the southeaster-

ly extension of the easterly line of Stoneôs Addition; thence northwesterly along the extension of the easterly 

line and the easterly line of Stoneôs Addition to the southerly right-of-way of China Garden Road; thence eas-

terly along the southerly line of China Garden Road to the east line of the St. Paulôs Addition; thence south 

along the St. Paulôs Addition to the southeast corner of the St. Paulôs Addition; then west along the south line of 

the St. Paulôs Addition and the south line of the Court House Addition to the centerline of Block 1 of the Whit-

ney Addition; thence south along the centerline of Block 1 of the Whitney Addition to the southerly right-of-

way Military Road; thence southeasterly along the southerly line of Military Road to the northeast corner Ka-

lama Out Lot 71; thence south along the east line of Kalama Out Lot 71 to its southeast corner; thence west to 

the northeast corner of Kalama Out Lot 69A; thence south, southwesterly, northwesterly and north around the 

perimeter of Kalama Out Lot 69A to its northwest corner; thence west along the north line of Kalama Out Lotôs 

67 & 68 to the west line of the Jacob Ahles D.L.C.; thence south along the west line of the Jacob Ahles D.L.C. 

to the northeasterly right-of-way of Old Pacific Highway; thence northwesterly along the northeasterly right-of-

way of Old Pacific Highway to an easterly extension of the north line of Tax Lot T-1, 4D-1; thence west along 

the extension and the north line of Tax Lot T-1, 4D-1 to the easterly line of the interstate highway right-of-way; 

thence northerly along the easterly right-of-way of the interstate highway to the northwesterly corner of Lot 3, 

Block 40 in the Columbia Addition the point of beginning. 

 

Excepting therefrom Kalama Out Lot 89 known as the Kalama Little League Ball Park.  

(Ord. 944 § 2(E), 1996: Ord. 648 § 2, 1981: Ord. 614 § 4, 1978: Ord. 597 § 1, 1977: Ord. 491 (part), 1966). 

 

17.16.080 R-3 district--Boundaries. 

 The boundaries of the R-3 district shall be as follows: 

Beginning at a point on the easterly right-of-way of the interstate highway at the northwesterly corner of Tax 

Lot T-1, 4D-1; thence proceeding east along the north line of Tax Lot T-1, 4D-1 and on an extension therefrom 

to the easterly line of old Pacific Highway; thence southeasterly along the easterly right-of-way of Old Pacific 

Highway to the southwesterly corner of Kalama Out Lots 67 and 68; thence north along the east line of Kalama 
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Out Lots 67 & 68 to their northwest corner; thence east along the north line of Kalama Out Lots 67 & 68 to 

their northeast corner; thence south along the east line of Kalama Out Lots 67 & 68 to their southeast corner on 

the easterly right-of-way of Old Pacific Highway; thence southeasterly along the easterly right-of-way of Old 

Pacific Highway to the west line of the Jacob Ahles D.L.C. and the Kalama city limit; thence south along the 

west line of the Jacob Ahles D.L.C. line to the interstate highway right-of-way; thence northwesterly along the 

interstate highway right-of-way to the northwest corner of Tax Lot T-l, 4D-l, the point of beginning. 

 

(Ord. 944 § 2(F) (part), 1996) 

 

17.16.090 Commercial districts--Boundaries. 

 A. The boundaries of the central business district shall be as follows: 

Beginning at a center point along the state highway right-of-way between Lot 1, Block 130 and Lot 12, Block 

120 of Parkerôs Addition; thence proceeding northeasterly along the centerline of Locust Street to the centerline 

of First Street; thence continuing along the centerline of First Street southeasterly to the centerline of Kingwood 

Street; thence northeasterly along the centerline of Kingwood Street to the centerline of an alley between 

Blocks 111 and 101 of Parkerôs Addition; thence southeasterly along the centerline of the alley to the southeast 

corner of Tract 42, Block 81 of Parkerôs Addition; thence jogging southwesterly and continuing southerly to a 

point in line with the northerly line of Lot 21, Block 41 of Columbia Addition; thence southwesterly to the cen-

terline of First Street; thence jogging southerly; thence southwesterly along the southerly line of Lot 4, Block 

40 of Columbia Addition; thence northwesterly along the easterly right-of-way line of the state highway to the 

point of beginning. 

 B. The boundaries of the highway commercial district are as follows: 

Beginning at the southwest corner of the city limit line at the junction of the Old Pacific Highway and the 1-5 

right-of-way, thence northwesterly approximately 3,335 feet, thence northeasterly approximately 500 feet, 

thence easterly approximately 375 feet, thence southeasterly approximately 1,375 feet, thence south approx-

imately 2,350 feet, thence southeasterly approximately 1,000 feet, thence easterly approximately 375 feet, 

thence southeasterly approximately 400 feet, thence easterly approximately 175 feet, thence southwesterly ap-

proximately 600 feet to the point of beginning. 

 C. The boundaries of the neighborhood professional/services overlay zone are as follows: 

All lots fronting on First Street, beginning at Meeker Drive from Nectarine Street thence south along First 

Street to Kingwood Street. Starting at approximately 250 feet south of the junction of Ivy and 2nd Streets, 

thence south along both sides of 2nd Street, to include all lots fronting 2nd Street, to Fir Street. Thence, east on 

Fir Street, to include all lots fronting Fir Street, to the west side of the intersection of Fir and 3rd Streets. 

Thence south on 2nd Street, to include all lots fronting 2nd Street, to Elm Street, to include all lots fronting on 

to Elm Street, eastward to the east side of the intersection of Elm and 4th Streets. Thence south on 2nd Street, to 

include all lots fronting on 2nd Street, to Elm Street, thence east on Elm Street, to include all lots fronting Elm 

Street, to the east side of the intersection of Elm Street and 4th Street. Thence south on 2nd Street, to include all 

lots fronting 2nd Street, to the north side of Cedar Street. Also all lots fronting on Date Street, between 1st and 

2nd Streets. Stating again approximately 100 feet north of Date Street along 1st Street, to include all lots front-

ing on to 1st Street, south to its intersection with 1st Place. Thence south approximately 1,500 feet along 1st 

Street, to include all lots along the west side of 1st Street, between 1st Street and 1-5. 

 D. The boundaries of the sexually oriented business overlay zone are as follows: 

Beginning approximately 1,750 northwest of the southern end of Old Pacific Highway at its junction 

with the 1-5 right-of-way, Thence northwesterly along the eastern edge of the 1-5 right-of-way approximately 

2,000 feet, thence due east approximately 700 feet, thence due south to the point of beginning. 

(Ord. 1072 § 2, 2001: Ord. 944 § 2(F) (part), 1996; Ord. 491 (part), 1966). 

 

17.16.100 I -1 district--Boundaries. 

 The boundaries of the I-1 district shall be as follows: 

 

 All the land lying within the following boundaries: Between the state highway right-of-way on the east and 

the waterfront of the Columbia River on the west; and the existing city limits on the north and south; and, be-

ginning at the southeast corner of Kalama Outlot 67-68, north 955 feet to the northeast corner of the parcel, 

then east 660 feet to the northwest corner of the parcel, then south 128.5 feet, then 750 feet southeast parallel to 
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the Old Pacific Highway, then south 275 feet to the Old Pacific Highway right-of-way and city limits, then 40 

feet southeast along the Old Pacific Highway right-of-way and city limits, then 40 feet southeast along the Old 

Pacific Highway right-of-way and city limits to the southeast corner of Kalama Outlot 67-68 and the point of 

beginning. 

 

(Ord. 944 § 2(F) (part), 1996; Ord. 777 § 2, 1990: Ord. 491 (part), 1966). 

 

17.16.110 Rec. district--Boundaries. 

 The following described lands lying within the city limits are rezoned from their present use classification of 

industrial use, to recreational use: All of that area of the city to the west of the Northern Pacific Railroad right-

of-way, bounded on the north by Holly Street and bounded on the south by the south city limits. (Ord. 944 § 

2(F) (part), 1996; Ord. 516 § 4, 1970). 
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CHAPTER 17.18 

RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICTS  

 

Sections: 

 17.18.010 Purpose. 

 17.18.020 Residential zoning districts. 

 17.18.030 Allowed uses by zone. 

 17.18.040 Density and dimensional standards. 

 17.18.050 Townhouse development standards. 

 17.18.060 Multifamily development standards. 

 17.18.070 Supplementary standards. 

  

17.18.010 Purpose. 

 It is the cityôs intent that residential neighborhoods be developed and preserved against intrusions by 

incongruous land uses. These zone classifications are established in order to permit a variety of housing and 

population densities with minimum conflict. Protection is provided against hazards, objectionable influences, 

traffic and building congestion, undue strain on municipal services, and lack of light, air and privacy. Certain 

essential and compatible public service facilities and institutions are permitted in these districts. 

 The standards set forth herein are designed to comply with and implement the Kalama Comprehensive Plan. 

This Chapter provides standards for residential land use and development and is based on the following prin-

ciples: 

 a. Promote the orderly expansion and improvement of neighborhoods; 

 b. Make efficient use of land and public services; 

 c. Designate land for the range of housing types and densities needed by the community, including own-

er-occupied and rental housing; 

 d. Provide flexible lot standards that encourage compatibility between land uses and environmental con-

straints, efficiency in site design, and environmental compatibility; 

 e. Provide for building and site design at an appropriate neighborhood scale, provide standards that are in 

character with the landforms and architecture existing in the community; 

 f. Apply the minimum amount of regulation necessary to ensure compatibility with existing residences, 

schools, parks, transportation facilities, and neighborhood services; 

 g. Reduce reliance on the automobile for neighborhood travel and provide options for walking, bicycling, 

and transit use; and 

 h. Provide direct and convenient access to schools, parks and neighborhood services. 

 

17.18.020 Residential zoning districts. 

 There are three residential zoning districts established for the city, plus two floating residential zones. The 

principal zones are: R-1 single-family or low density residential; R-2 medium density residential; and R-3 mul-

tiple-family or high density residential. The R-3 high density residential zone is created in order to reduce poss-

ible use conflicts resulting from different housing types. The two floating zones titled ñlarge-lotò and ñsmall-

lotò are not placed in any one specific location. A floating zone use is applicable anywhere within a designated 

principal zone; however, the proposed use must comply with the main objective of the underlying principal 

zone and applicable floating zone standards. Floating zone standards are addressed in separate chapters and 

supersede any contradictory standards contained in this Chapter. Zoning districts are as set forth on the official 

zoning map of the city. 

 

17.18.030 Allowed uses by zone. 

 Table 17.60.020 includes a list of allowed uses by zone. ñPò means permitted outright, ñCò means a condi-

tional use permit is required, and ñXò means prohibited. If a particular use is not listed and is not deemed sub-

stantially similar to another listed use by the City, then the use is not permitted. Note that more specific devel-

opment standards may apply to various uses as set forth in this Chapter and this Title. 

17.18.040 Density and dimensional standards.  
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 Unless otherwise noted in this Title, dimensional requirements within the residential districts shall be in 

accordance with Table 17.18.040-1. 

  

Table 17.18.040-1: Residential standards by zone. 

Standard Zoning District  

 R-1 R-2 R-3 

Minimum lot size1  7,500 square feet 2,000 square feet for townhouse 

5,000 square feet for single family residence 

6,000 square feet for duplex 

7,500 square feet for other residential types  

Minimum lot frontage2 50 feet 50 feet; provided that 

townhouse lots shall 

have a minimum fron-

tage of 20 feet 

50 feet; provided that 

townhouse lots shall 

have a minimum fron-

tage of 20 feet 

Minimum lot frontage on a cul-de-

sac 

In all zones, lot frontage on cul-de-sac lots may be reduced up to 25 

percent of base standard (see above), with the exception of townhouse 

lots 

Front yard setback 20 feet 20 feet 20 feet 

Front yard setback ï alley access 10 feet 10 feet 10 feet 

Rear yard setback 15 feet 15 feet 15 feet 

Side yard setback3 5 feet, plus 1 foot 

for every 5 feet of 

residence height 

above 20 feet 

5 feet 5 feet 

Side yard (street) setback ï corner 

lot, street flanking 

10 feet on street 

side 

15 feet on street side  15 feet on street side  

Maximum building height 35 feet 35 feet 40 feet and no more 

than 4 stories  

Maximum accessory structure 

height4 

20 feet  20 feet 20 feet 

Maximum lot coverage5 50% 65% 75% 

Notes 
1 With the exception of substandard lots permitted through the lot-size averaging provisions of KMC 

16.10.120 as part of a subdivision or the ñgreater conformityò provision set forth in KMC 16.14.050(F) for 

boundary line adjustments. Further, the standards set forth in Chapter 17.23 govern for those sites meeting the 

standards of the small-lot development overlay zone.   
2 With the exception of any flag lots or reduced frontage lots approved pursuant to KMC 16.10.040, and/or as 

part of a subdivision or small lot development pursuant to Chapter 17.23 KMC. 

3 For single-family attached housing units (e.g., townhouses), the setback for the nonattached side of a dwel-

ling unit (end units) shall be five feet. 
4 A 25-foot maximum height may be allowed subject to Conditional Use Permit approval per the use table 

(17.18.030-1). 
5 Maximum lot coverage for designated small lots (floating zone) is 50% per KMC 17.23.050. Townhouse 

units/lots shall not be subject to the maximum lot coverage threshold, otherwise, all buildings including acces-

sory buildings and structures, but excluding patios with open lattice or similar type roof construction, shall 

cover not more than the specified maximum lot coverage area. 
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17.18.050 Townhouse development standards. 

 Townhouse development shall adhere to the following standards: 

 A. Each townhouse shall be located on its own legal lot of record that has been created through a land division 

process. 

 B. No more than four townhouses shall be consecutively attached  in the R-2 Zone. No more than eight townhouses 

shall be allowed in a single building/group in the R-3 Zone. Townhouse groupings shall be separated by not less than 15 

feet, inclusive of setback areas. 

 C. Townhouse development shall be designed so that garage doors do not dominate the ground level street-facing 

façade and do not project beyond the front plane of the residence. This can be accomplished by incorporating alley access 

into site design and locating garage and parking areas to the rear or by including design elements such as front porches.  In 

no case shall the garage doors comprise more than 50 percent of the street-facing façade of a townhouse or extend beyond 

the front building line. 

 D. Townhouses with street-facing garages may have one driveway access located between the street and the primary 

building entrance for every two dwelling units, provided they meet the following criteria: 

 1. Where two abutting townhouses have street-facing garages, they shall share one driveway access that does not ex-

ceed 16 feet in width where it crosses the sidewalk and intersects the street; 

 2. All primary building entrances shall be connected to a driveway and sidewalk by a pedestrian walkway that is not 

less than three (3) feet wide; 

 3. The maximum allowable number of consecutively attached townhouses with garages facing the same street is six 

(three shared driveways); and 

 E. Building facade modulation or appropriate architectural treatment shall occur at least every 30 feet along the length 

of facades facing adjacent properties or a public street. Minimum modulation depth shall be three feet. The use of covered 

front porches, end wall windows, building offsets/modulation, dormers and other design techniques shall be included in the 

design, although there is not a specific architectural requirement.  

 F. Additional conditions for townhouse developments including provisions for landscaping, recreation and open 

space, stormwater management, street and infrastructure improvements and other topic, may be required by the city as part 

of the platting process pursuant to Title 16 in accordance with applicable rules. 

 

17.18.060 Multifamily development standards. 

 In addition to the standards required through site plan review or other chapters of this title, the following provisions 

shall apply to multifamily development consisting of more than four units in a single structure: 

 A.     Building location and orientation. Multifamily development shall be constructed consistent with the following 

requirements: 

 1.     Parking lots shall be located to the side and/or behind buildings and shall not dominate the front-yard area. A 

five-foot landscaped buffer shall rim the perimeter of the parking lot and planting islands shall be included for lots with 

more than 20 spaces. 
 2.     Units adjacent to public or private streets shall have the primary building entrances located on the facade 

facing the street. A minimum of 40 percent of front (i.e., street-facing) elevations and a minimum of 25 percent of side 

and rear building elevations shall meet this standard. ñPercent of elevationò is measured as the horizontal plane (lineal 

feet) containing doors, porches, balconies, terraces and/or windows. The standard applies to each full and partial build-

ing story. 

 B.     Pedestrian access and circulation. Pedestrian access routes shall be provided from the public street(s) to all 

primary building entrances in the form of a continuous pathway of at least five feet in width. 

 C.     Building modulation. Building facade modulation or appropriate architectural treatment shall occur at least 

every 25 feet along the length of facades facing adjacent properties or public street. Minimum modulation depth shall 

be two feet. 

 D.     Roof line variation. Roof lines shall be varied to break up the overall bulk and mass of multifamily buildings. 
Roof line variation shall be accomplished by using one or more of the following methods: vertical or horizontal off-set 

ridge line, variations in roof pitch, or other technique shown to break up the overall bulk and mass of the building(s). 

 E. Building variation. Developments with multiple structures shall use appropriate architectural variations and 

use of colors to differentiate buildings within the development. 
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F.  Large multifamily complexes that have more than 25 units shall include an open space and recreational 

component into the site design, which comprises at least 15 percent of the gross site area. This requirement can be 

accomplished through the use of landscaping, play areas and common open space, but may not include any required 

yard/setback areas. 

 

17.18.070 Supplementary standards. 

 A. Access to streets. Every use of land other than for agricultural purposes, and every building or structure other than 

an accessory building or structure, shall be established only on a lot which abuts a dedicated public street and shall be pro-

vided with direct access to a dedicated public street. Every single-family dwelling within the residential zones shall front 

upon a street dedicated for public use and accepted by the city council as a public street without any other building on the 

same lot intervening between such dwelling and the street upon which it fronts. 

  B. Yards. Supplementary yard standards are as follows: 

 1.  No yard or other open space provided about any building or structure for the purpose of complying with the regu-

lations of this title or amendments thereto, shall be considered as providing a required yard or open space or portion thereof, 

for any other building or structure. 

 2. In any residential use district, if more than 50 percent of the lots in a block fronting on one side of the street devel-

oped with existing buildings, other than accessory buildings, have front yards less than are required for the district, a new 

dwelling on an interior lot may be provided with a front yard which is the average of the depths of the front yards of the 

buildings on the lots adjoining on either side of said interior lots; provided such a front yard shall not be less than fifteen 

feet, except as otherwise specifically authorized by this Chapter. 

 3. Front yard. Porches, platforms, or terraces, which are open on three sides and the floors of which are not higher 

than the first floor or the building, may extend into the required front yard setback not more than six feet; steps may connect 

such porches, platforms or terraces to the surface of the front yard. 

 4. Side yard. Roofs, eaves, cornices, belt courses and similar ornamentations may extend over a required side yard 

setback for a distance of not more than two feet. 

 5. Rear yard. Eaves, cornices, steps, platforms, terraces, and porches which are open on three sides may extend into a 

required rear yard setback not more than ten feet. 

 C. Accessory buildings. Accessory buildings shall meet the following standards:  

 1.     Accessory buildings or detached garages may be located five feet from a side property line when located at least 

eight feet from the main dwelling, provided that on a corner lot the side yard adjoining the street shall not be less than ten 

feet in width. 

   2.      If access to a private garage is via a public alley the garage shall be set back a minimum of five feet from the rear 

lot line. 

   3.      Total area of accessory buildings located in a rear yard shall not exceed twenty-five percent of the area of said rear 

yard. 

 D. Through lots. Each street frontage of a through lot shall meet the front yard requirements of the use district in 

which it is located. 

 E. Junk. In no use district shall there be a collection of junk, scrap, unlicensed cars or parts of cars, abandoned equip-

ment, except where specific provisions are made concerning such items in a specific use district. 

 F. Fences. Fences shall not exceed a height of six feet along side and rear yard areas and three feet along the front lot 

line, except where a greater height is needed to be sight-obscuring as required by this title. Height limitations shall not be 

deemed to prohibit open-type or wire-mesh fences or any height necessary for safety or security in conjunction with play-

grounds, public utilities, and similar hazards to the public safety.  

 G. Lighting. Artificial lighting on any lot, building, structure, or parking area shall be oriented away from adjacent 

residential properties. Outdoor lighting fixtures in excess of 60-watts shall be shielded, hooded and oriented towards the 

ground. No lighting can blink, flash or be of unusually high intensity or brightness. The following lighting is exempt from 

these standards: seasonal decorative lighting, lighting at public athletic fields, lighting at approved temporary special events 

and emergency lighting. Street lighting shall meet the standards set forth in the Public Works Standards. 

 H. Public utilities. Public utility buildings, telephone exchanges, sewage pumping stations, electrical distribution subs-

tations, reservoirs, service lines and similar utility facilities necessary for the operation of utilities by and within the city, 

shall comply with the following requirements: 
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 1.     If the installation is housed in a building, the building shall generally conform to surrounding buildings or the type 

of buildings that are likely to develop in the use district, provided that concrete, concrete-block and masonry structures are 

considered compatible with residential dwellings. Structures less than four feet tall and/or with a footprint less than 100 

square feet shall be exempt for this requirement. 

 2.     Aboveground facilities, other than towers and reservoirs, or housed installations that, because of particular re-

quirements, cannot be economically made to conform to the architectural requirements of subsection A of this section, shall 

be surrounded by site-obscuring landscaping and/or fencing. 

 3.     An un-housed installation of a dangerous nature, such as an electrical distribution substation, shall be enclosed by a 

security fence at least eight feet in height. 

 4.     All buildings, installations and fences shall observe the yard requirements for buildings in the district in which they 

are located when possible as determined by the director, but may be sited within setback areas. 

 5.     Reservoirs, towers and other irregular large shaped structures shall be located and designed so as to minimize their 

impacts to the surrounding uses as much as possible. 

 I. Institutional and non-residential development standards. In order to address impacts and compatibility issues be-

tween residential and non-residential development, non-residential uses and institutional uses not addressed elsewhere in 

this Chapter shall comply with the following provisions: 

 1.     The multifamily design standards set forth in Section 17.18.060 shall apply to new institutional and non-residential 

buildings. 

 2. For the purposes of this subsection, institutional and non-residential development shall include hospitals, medical 

clinics congregate/elder care facilities, churches, community centers, fraternal lodges, schools and similar non-

residential/institutional uses. 

 3. Those uses that require a Conditional Use Permit are also required to meet all applicable criteria set forth in Chap-

ter 17.54 KMC. 

 J. Building height measurement. The ñheight of a buildingò shall be determined per the definition set forth in Chapter 

17.08 KMC.  

 K. Home occupations and other operations similar in nature may be operated as an accessory use to a dwelling unit. 

Home occupations shall not be permitted without a business license having first been issued in accordance with Title 5 

KMC. All home occupations shall comply with all applicable ordinances of the city, and shall be consistent with the follow-

ing provisions: 

 1. Home occupations located in the principal residence are restricted to not more than 30 percent of the usable floor 

area of the dwelling in which they are located. The principal use of the dwelling must remain residential; 

 2.  A detached accessory building may be used for home occupations, provided that the total area devoted to the home 

occupation cannot exceed 30 percent of the useable floor area of the principal dwelling unit. Further, the total area devoted 

to a home occupation use in either the principal dwelling unit or an accessory building (or a combination thereof) shall not 

exceed 30 percent of the useable floor area of the principal residence; 

 3.  Only persons residing in the dwelling may be engaged in the home occupation; 

 4.  The conduct of any home occupation, including, but not limited to the storage of goods and equipment, shall not 

reduce or render unusable required off-street parking; 

 5.  On-site retail sale of goods not produced, processed or fabricated on the premises is prohibited, unless the sale of 

items is incidental to a permitted home occupation (e.g., a barber shop that sells hair-care products, etc.). No goods or mer-

chandise shall be displayed such that they are visible from public rights-of-way or adjacent properties;  

 6.  Home occupations shall not be permitted where it involves the construction of features and exterior modifications 

not customarily found in a dwelling and residential neighborhood as determined by the city; 

 7.  No stock in trade or merchandise is to be kept on the premises other than inventory and incidental supplies which 

are necessary for the conduct of the home occupation. Outdoor storage that is visible from a public right-of-way or adjacent 

properties, that exceeds what is customary for a residence, is prohibited; 

 8. No noise, dust, odors, noxious fumes or vibrations resulting from a home occupation shall exceed that which is 

normally produced in a single-family dwelling. Mechanical or electronic equipment incidental to the conduct of a home 

occupation may be used provided such use does not create visible or audible interference in radio, television or telecommu-

nication receivers or transmitters, or cause fluctuations in line voltage off the premises. Home occupations shall not inter-

fere with the delivery of utilities or other services to the area; and 
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 9.  One sign is permitted to advertise the home occupation, however, such sign shall be no larger than two square feet 

in area, non-illuminated, and must be attached to the dwelling. A sign permit must be obtained from the city. 

 L. Construction standards for manufactured homes. Manufactured homes may be sited in any land use zone where 

single-family homes are permitted and shall: 

 1.       Have the foundation and anchoring per the manufacturerôs specifications and be placed on a permanent founda-

tion, unless otherwise authorized within manufactured home parks; 

 2.       Have skirting of concrete, brick, tile, or stone masonry units installed per the International Building Code (IBC); 

 3.       Have steps that are permanent; and 

 4.       Used manufactured homes must comply with Section 14.12.120 KMC. 

 M.  Off-street parking. Off-street parking shall be provided in accordance with the requirements of Chapter 17.44 

KMC. 
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Chapter 17.21  

LARGE -LOT ESTATES 

 

Sections: 

17.21.010 Large-lot estates--Purpose. 

17.21.020 Large-lot estates (three acre parcels or greater)--Permitted uses. 

17.21.030 Large-lot estate--Prohibited uses. 

17.21.040 Large-lot estates--Maximum height of buildings. 

17.21.050 Large-lot estate--Maximum lot coverage. 

17.21.060 Large-lot estate--Plat design standards. 

17.21.070 Large-lot estates--Mi nimum buffer zone requirements. 

 

17.21.010 Large-lot estates--Purpose. 

The large-lot estate classification is a floating zone which allows for a low density rural agricultural atmosphere. It 

is intended to provide areas for single-family development in a rural or ranch-like setting or where topography and/or 

utility capacities limit the use of the land. Provisions are made for the limited agriculture pursuits as well as those uses 

necessary and incidental to single-family living. Accessory dwelling units are permitted to be constructed, after site-

plan review, for use by family members. (Ord. 944 § 4 (part), 1996). 

 

17.21.020 Large-lot estates (three acre parcels or greater)--Permitted uses. 

The city shall allow the following uses in concert with the limits set forth in Chapter 6.04 to occur on parcels of 

property that are one hundred thirty thousand six hundred eighty square feet (three acres) or greater: 

A. Agricultural practices (forestry, hay fields, animal pasturing and grazing and other uses common to agricultural 

practices), including the keeping of livestock as set forth in Chapter 6.04; 

B. Keeping and storage of vehicles common to agricultural practices; 

C. Repair, storage and parking of individually owned and/or operated log trucks and trailers and other such large 

vehicles common to agriculture and forestry activities; 

D. Accessory dwelling units shall be allowed as an incidental residential use building on the same lot as the main 

dwelling unit subject to the following: 

1. All lots proposing an accessory dwelling unit shall submit a site plan according to the procedures set forth in 
Section 17.18.070, clearly illustrating the location of the main or principal dwelling unit and the location of the acces-

sory or secondary dwelling unit. The distances between the accessory dwelling unit and the principal dwelling unit 

shall be clearly illustrated on the site plan. 

2. No temporary buildings, mobile homes, or travel trailers may be used for an on-site dwelling purpose. 

3. The accessory dwelling unit must be constructed to the rear of the main dwelling and at least twenty-five feet 

from the rear property line and fifty feet from any side property line, on separate utilities and meters from the principal 

dwelling unit. 

4. Only one accessory dwelling unit per lot shall be permitted; 

E. All uses permitted to the underlying zone.(Ord. 944 § 4 (part), 1996). 

 

17.21.030 Large-lot estate--Prohibited uses. 
The following uses and any other uses not expressly permitted are prohibited: 

A. Commercial operation and maintenance of slaughterhouses, hog and poultry farms, fertilizer works, bone yards, 

rendering plants or any plant operated for the reduction of animal matter or any post harvest processing of agriculture 

products; 

B. Operation and maintenance of forest products processing equipment, such as shingle mills, pole-making equip-

ment, lumber yards, log storage yards, commercial logging truck maintenance and repair shops, wood-chip and saw-

dust storage and sale sites and other activities clearly associated with the post harvest processing and post harvest han-

dling of forest products; 

C. Keeping of animals that create a nuisance to the community or adjoining property owners; 

D. Commercial kennels and beekeeping, per Chapter 6.04. (Ord. 944 § 4 (part), 1996). 

 

17.21.040 Large-lot estates--Maximum height of buildings. 

http://www.cityofkalama.com/municipal/_DATA/TITLE17/Chapter_17_21_LARGE_LOT_ESTATE.html#1#1
http://www.cityofkalama.com/municipal/_DATA/TITLE17/Chapter_17_21_LARGE_LOT_ESTATE.html#2#2
http://www.cityofkalama.com/municipal/_DATA/TITLE17/Chapter_17_21_LARGE_LOT_ESTATE.html#3#3
http://www.cityofkalama.com/municipal/_DATA/TITLE17/Chapter_17_21_LARGE_LOT_ESTATE.html#4#4
http://www.cityofkalama.com/municipal/_DATA/TITLE17/Chapter_17_21_LARGE_LOT_ESTATE.html#5#5
http://www.cityofkalama.com/municipal/_DATA/TITLE17/Chapter_17_21_LARGE_LOT_ESTATE.html#6#6
http://www.cityofkalama.com/municipal/_DATA/TITLE17/Chapter_17_21_LARGE_LOT_ESTATE.html#7#7
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Building height limitations for buildings constructed on a large-lot estate shall be the same as applied in Section 

17.18.040. However, one nonresidential building or structure, not to exceed thirty-five feet in height, may be con-

structed on the lot, subject to planning commission site-plan approval. (Ord. 944 § 4 (part), 1996). 

 

17.21.050 Large-lot estate--Maximum lot coverage. 

Maximum lot coverage shall be as set forth in Chapter 17.2018. (Ord. 944 § 4 (part), 1996). 

 

17.21.060 Large-lot estate--Plat design standards. 

All plat design standards required in Chapter 16.10 shall be applicable to any and all large-lot estate subdivision 

proposals. (Ord. 944 § 4 (part), 1996). 

 

17.21.070 Large-lot estates--Minimum buf fer zone requirements. 

Each large lot estate shall provide a fifty-foot noise and site-obscuring buffer zone between the large lot estateôs ac-

tivities and the nearest property line of any adjoining lot. (Ord. 944 § 4 (part), 1996). 
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Chapter 17.23 

SMALL L OT SINGLE -FAMILY FLOATING  

ZONE (SL-SF)* 

 

Sections: 

17.23.010 Small lot single-family zone--Purpose. 

17.23.020 Permitted uses. 

17.23.030 Secondary uses. 

17.23.040 Prohibited uses. 

17.23.050 Minimum requirements. 

17.23.060 Small lot approval. 

17.23.070 Appeals. 

 

17.23.010 Small lot single-family zone--Purpose. 

 The purpose of the small lot single-family floating zone designation is to allow for the building of houses (in-fill) on ex-

isting undersized platted lots that were created prior to 1950 in the R-1, R-2 and R-3 zones. A secondary purpose is to allow 

for an increased number of single-family residential units to be developed that are more affordable to a larger number of 

people and to encourage the more efficient use of city services that are already in place (streets, sewer and water lines). 

(Ord. 1190 § 1 (part), 2006). 

 

17.23.020 Permitted uses. 

 The following uses are permitted in the small lot single-family option zone: all uses permitted to the underlying zone. 

The minimum lot size permitted to exercise the small lot development option is five thousand square feet. Owners of iso-

lated lots with an area of less than five thousand square feet may apply for a variance under the procedure specified in Ka-

lama Municipal Code Chapter 17.52. (Ord. 1190 § 1 (part), 2006). 

 

17.23.030 Secondary uses. 

 All secondary uses allowed in the underlying zone shall be allowed, unless otherwise restricted by this chapter. (Ord. 

1190 § 1 (part), 2006). 

 

17.23.040 Prohibited uses. 

 Any use prohibited in the underlying zone to which this floating zone attaches, shall likewise be prohibited in the area of 

the floating zone. The parking of recreational vehicles shall not be allowed on an undersized lot (small lot) within the small 

lot single-family floating zone unless parked inside an enclosed structure. (Ord. 1190 § 1 (part), 2006). 

 

17.23.050 Minimum requirements. 

 All development on small lots (a lot having dimensions less than the required standard for the residential zone of loca-

tion) must meet with the following requirements: 

 A. All residences constructed on small lots within the small lot single-family floating zone must be single-family; each 

house may have an attached or a detached garage; provided, however, for an owner who proposes three or more contiguous 

small lots, a minimum of fifty percent of the residences constructed on these small lots within the area of a single-family 

floating zone, are required to have no garage door facing the frontage street within the front one-half area of the lot. Lots 

that receive primary access from an alley and do not otherwise have frontage upon a dedicated public street beyond that 

necessary for a flag lot, may be exempt from this requirement, subject to city review and approval. 

 B. A preliminary site development plan must be presented for approval by the city planner after an application confe-

rence as per subsection D of this section. The site development plan must show the following information: 

 1. The overall lot dimension clearly and accurately shown. The illustration shall show the lot width at front-lot line; 

the width at the center-of-lot and the width at the rear-lot line plus overall length of the lot; 

 2. All adjacent streets and sidewalks shown with street names on streets; 

 3. Outline of building location on the lot; 

 4. Identification of garage and driveway or garage access route; 
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 5. Dimensions of all front, side and rear yard areas. 

 C. Minimum Development Standards. 

 1. To encourage the introduction of human scale (rather than automobile scale) features on the fronts of houses, the 

following elements will be allowed to project into the front yard setback a maximum of six feet: 

 a. Unenclosed porches, 

 b. Stairs not over six feet above finished grade, 

 c. Single story sunrooms, 

 d. Bay windows, 

 e. Other one story architectural projections; 

 2. Front yard setback with garage facing street equals twenty feet; 

 3. Front yard setback: without garage facing street equals ten feet; 

 4. Side yard setback: five feet; 

 5. Rear yard setback: five feet; 

 6. Minimum Lot Street Frontage. All lots shall have a minimum of twelve and one-half feet fronting onto an improved 

public street. Flag lots are permitted, subject to city review and approval; 

 7. Driveways must be separated from existing driveways by at least twenty feet of yard space measured at street fron-

tage. Driveways may be constructed without the twenty-foot separation requirement if the proposed driveway is constructed 

of a product which is composed of approximately sixty percent solid material and forty percent vegetative material at grade 

level or a ribbon driveway, each composed of two solid strips, with vegetation between; 

 8. If houses have garage access per an alley, the alley must be paved. Alleys shall be a minimum of twenty feet in 

width; 

 9. Minimum Lot Area. The minimum lot area is five thousand square feet; 

 10. Minimum Lot Width and Depth. A standard small lot is characterized by a lot width of fifty feet and a lot depth of 

one hundred feet. The flag stem on a flag lot is not included in the minimum lot width and length measurement. Variations 

to the standard lot width and depth are permissible where terrain or lot orientation make strict adherence impractical, pro-

vided that each lot area is a minimum of five thousand square feet; 

 11. The city shall retain the authority to attach conditions to any site plan approval necessary to further this chapter and 

protect the public health, safety and welfare. Particular emphasis shall be placed on acceptable means of ingress and egress 

to a dedicated public street to the satisfaction of the public works director. The public works director may require street im-

provements in accordance with the public works standards or subdivision standards when deemed necessary to serve the 

public interest; 

 12. Unless otherwise approved by the city, a stormwater drainage plan and report shall be reviewed and approved by 

the city, prior to site plan approval. Required improvements shall be constructed prior to building permit issuance; 

 13. The city may require recording of a deed restriction, covenant or other acceptable legal document to ensure com-

pliance with the above standards. 

 D. Application Conference. 

 1. Purpose and Nature. The application conference is an informal forum at which the tentative concept and design of a 

prospective site development plan are discussed. The conference is intended to be a means of screening site development 

plan proposals in their earliest stages of design, taking place before proponents are committed to a particular design and 

before they have drawn a site development plan. It is also a means for staff and other public officials to convey information 

needed by the prospective site development plan, to make suggestions, to identify problems and information needs, to de-

termine a proposalôs feasibility, to acquaint the prospective applicant with the procedural steps for site development plan 

reviews. 

 2. Participants and Their Responsibilities. The application conference is intended to be an informal meeting between 

the prospective applicant or their agents; city staff; planning staff; fire marshal; and representatives of other public agencies 

and utilities, at their option. The service need not include field inspections or extensive correspondence, and the conference 

may be repeated as necessary. The applicant will be charged a fee as established by resolution of the city council. Responsi-

bilities of participants shall be as follows: 

 a. City Clerk-Treasurer. The clerk-treasurer shall refer prospective site development plan applicants to the city plan-

ner. 
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 b. Prospective Applicants for Site Development Plan Approval. In the early concept stage of site development plan 

design a prospective applicant should meet with the city planner to arrange for a preapplication conference. Prospective 

applicants participating in a conference shall provide the following at the conference: 

 i. At least six copies of a sketch of the site development plan; 

 ii. A tentative schedule of construction; 

 iii.  An indication of contemplated drainage facilities; 

 iv. A preliminary soil erosion and stormwater control plan; 

 v. A description of existing uses of the subject property and of uses of adjacent properties. 

 c. The city planner shall perform the following duties in connection with the application conference: 

 i. Inform prospective applicants of the purpose and desirability of an application conference; 

 ii. Arrange, coordinate and notify participants of application conferences. In establishing a date and location for appli-

cation conferences, he shall strive to determine the date of earliest convenience for the participants. The dates ordinarily 

shall be within one week of a prospective applicantôs request for an application conference; 

 iii.  At the city plannerôs option or at the applicantôs request, the application may be referred for review per the variance 

procedure in Kalama Municipal Code Chapter 17.52. 

 E. The applicant shall submit the application for site development approval to the city planner who shall grant prelim-

inary approval based on compliance with the standards set forth herein. Final site plan approval shall be given after the ap-

plicant records a lot restriction reading substantially as follows: 

 

No recreational vehicle shall be allowed to park on the herein described real estate for so long as the same is classified as a 

small-lot single-family residential use under the Kalama Zoning Code unless parked inside an enclosed structure. 

 

 It is the responsibility of the applicant to provide the city planner with a copy of the recorded restriction. Construction 

may not begin until final site plan approval has been granted and any necessary boundary line adjustments or lot combina-

tions recorded with Cowlitz County. (Ord. 1190 § 1 (part), 2006). 

 

17.23.060 Small lot approval. 

 A. A small lot development concept shall be approved administratively by the city planner or their designee. Approval 

of a small lot concept shall authorize submittal of a boundary line adjustment as set forth in Title 16 KMC, if necessary. 

Public notice and review time periods shall follow the standards set forth for short subdivisions and shall be applicable 

when two or more small lots are proposed. Application for the placement of a single residence on a single undersized lot, 

where contiguous ownership of adjacent lots is not held, shall be exempt from the notice requirements. (Ord. 1190 § 1 

(part), 2006). 

 

17.23.070 Appeals. 

 A. Appeals of administrative decisions follow the process outlined in Chapter 17.12 KMC. (Ord. 1190 § 1 (part), 

2006). 
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Chapter 17.26 

 

COMMERCIAL ZONING  

 

Sections: 

17.26.010 Purpose. 

17.26.020 Commercial zoning districts. 

17.26.030 Allowed uses by zone. 

17.26.040 Density and dimensional standards  

17.26.070 Screening, landscaping, and exterior lighting. 

17.26.150 Requirements applicable in specific zones and conditional use standards. 

 

17.26.010 Purpose. 

 A. Zones. This chapter describes the authorized uses and development standards for the commercial zones of Kalama: 

C-1, central business district (CBD); C-2, highway commercial district (HWC); professional service overlay zone (NPS); 

sexually oriented business overlay zone (SOB); and neighborhood commercial floating zone (NCF). The commercial zones 

provide a variety of economic opportunities while integrating new development with the existing community. The intent is 

to protect the integrity of the historic downtown, promote the establishment of new commercial enterprises that will bring 

services and jobs to the community, maintain and develop an urban environment that is visually pleasing and functionally 

efficient, encourage pedestrian-oriented development and redevelopment, and minimize any undesirable impacts of these 

uses on other nearby uses and zoning districts. Each zone will provide for uses that will complement and not compete with 

other commercial districts. (Ord. 1072 § 3 (Att. B (part), 2001). 

 

17.26.020 Commercial zoning districts. 

 A. C-1:  Central Business District (CBD). This district provides for a wide range of retail and professional business 

uses and services with a focus on providing a pedestrian-friendly experience, promoting efficient use of land use and urban 

services, sustaining the cityôs identity by preserving the historical character of the community, encouraging mixed-uses 

which promote development and revitalization, and enhancing the livability by providing formal and informal gathering 

places and areas for socialization. 

 B. C-2:  Highway Commercial District (HWC). This district provides for commercial activities which are dependent 

upon or require access by automobiles and trucks, require outdoor storage or display areas as well as off-street parking and 

loading areas and are not compatible with basic retail and professional business activities. 

 C. Professional/Service Overlay Zone (PSO). This overlay of the residential area adjacent to the central business dis-

trict is to provide for professional offices and service businesses which have little or no environmental impact, require mi-

nimal city services and generate little vehicle traffic. This zoning provides a buffered area of commercial transition from the 

central business district while acting to preserve and protect existing residential architecture and nearby residential zones.  

 D. Sexually Oriented Business Overlay Zone (SOB). This overlay zone is established to provide an area for sexually 

oriented businesses requiring additional standards not common to general commercial activities. To mitigate the adverse 

impacts caused by such facilities and to maintain compatibility with other land uses and services permitted within the city. 

All uses must be approved by a conditional use permit. 

 E. Neighborhood Commercial Floating Zone (NCF). This is a floating zone to allow for the placement of convenient 

retail sales and services within residential areas. Location may be limited and consolidated. All uses must be approved by a 

conditional use permit. (Ord. 1072 § 3 (Att. B (part), 2001). 

 

17.26.030 Allowed uses by zone. 

  KMC Section 17.60.020 includes the list of allowed uses by zone.  ñPò means permitted outright, ñCò means a con-

ditional use permit is required, and ñXò means prohibited.  If a particular use is not listed and is not deemed substantially 

similar to another listed use by the City, then the use is prohibited.  A use deemed to be prohibited may be appealed, subject 

to the provisions of 17.12.050.  Note that more specific development standards may apply to various uses as set forth in this 

Chapter and this Title. 
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 A. Conditional Uses. All conditional uses shall be subject to the procedures in Kalama Municipal Code Chapter 17.54 

(or as hereafter amended) and shall meet the following criteria: 

 1. Adverse impacts, as defined in Title 17, must be mitigated through special design or project limitations as needed 

to protect other properties in the vicinity of the proposed use and to protect the public interest; 

 2. The proposed use must not detract from the intended use of the zone in which the property is located; 

 3. If the conditional use is changed from one non-conforming use to another, the relative effects of the size, parking, 

traffic, light, glare, noise, odor and similar elements of the proposed use must be less detrimental to the intent of the zone 

and to property in the zone and vicinity than the existing nonconforming use; and 

 4. Certain activities such as gambling, sexually oriented businesses, or an activity requesting placement under the 

neighborhood commercial floating zone must apply for a conditional use permit and meet the standards set for that activity 

as specified in Section 17.26.150 of this Chapter. 

 B. Non-conforming Uses and Structures. Continuation of non-conforming uses shall conform to code requirements 

and these additional standards: 

 1. Continuation of uses. 

 a. A structure containing a nonconforming use may be structurally altered as long as a nonconforming structure or use 

is not expanded. 

 b. A conforming business use or building with a non-conforming outdoor storage area may be extended, structurally 

altered or expanded if the outdoor storage area is not expanded; and provided further, that the outdoor storage area is 

screened and landscaped according to the standards in this chapter. 

 2. Changes from nonconforming uses. 

 a. A structure occupied by a non-conforming use may be converted to a conforming use even if in a non-conforming 

structure. 

 b. A non-conforming use may be converted by conditional use authorization to a use not otherwise permitted in the 

zone, according to the provisions of the conditional use subsection. (Ord. 1072 § 3 (Att. B (part), 2001). 

 

17.26.040 Density and dimensional standards.   

  Unless otherwise noted in this Title, dimensional requirements within commercial districts shall be in accordance 

with Table 17.26.040-1. 

 A. Permanent Buildings Required. All buildings shall be installed on and attached to a permanent foundation and per-

manently attached to sewer, water and electrical utilities. The foundation and all building elements must comply with all 

city building code standards. 

 B. Temporary Buildings Permitted. No temporary or mobile structure can remain on a commercially zoned site for 

more than sixty days, except temporary buildings approved in the conditional use process or temporary construction offices 

which can remain on a construction site for the term of the construction work or one year whichever is shorter, unless ex-

tended as a conditional use to accommodate a longer construction period. 

 C. Professional/service and sexually oriented business overlay zones. These zones must meet all requirements for lot 

size, lot frontage, setbacks, building height and lot coverage of the zone on which it is overlaid. 

 D. Neighborhood commercial floating zone. This zone must meet all requirements for the lot size, setbacks, building 

height and lot coverage of the zone on which it is located. (Ord. 1072 § 3 (Att. B (part), 2001). 
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Table 17.26.040-1 Density and dimensional standard 

Zoning Standard Central Business 

District 

Highway Commercial 

Minimum lot size (square feet) 

Development must conform to lot width, 

depth, yard setback and coverage 

standards. 

 

 

No Limitation 

 

 

5,000 sq. ft. 

Minimum Setbacks* (feet):  

 

Front 

Side 

Rear 

*Measured from the nearest wall or corner to the 

appropriate property line. 

 

 

No limitations
1
 

No limitations
2
 

No limitations
3
 

 

 

15 ft 

No limitations
4
 

No limitations
5
 

Minimum Lot Frontage on Public Street 

Non-Residential Uses 

20 ft 20 ft 

Maximum Building Height 

 

Building height transition required when 

abutting to any residential district 

3 Stories or 45 ft 

 

 

No 

3 ½ Stories or 35  

 

 

Yes 

Lot Coverage* (Provided the applicable 

setbacks are observed) 

*Measured by Foundation plane as % of site area. 

No Limitations No Limitations 

Build-To Line (feet):  

New Buildings Only: At least one primary 

building entrance shall be built no farther 

from the street of the physical addressôs 

right-of-way than the build-to line; except 

where a greater setback is required for a 

Planned Street Improvement, then the 

build-to line increases proportionately. 

0 ft 

 

May be increased 

when pedestrian 

amenities are provided  

between a primary 

building entrance and 

street 

60 ft 

                                                        
1 Except to provide room for a sidewalk in conformance with city standards. 
2 In cases where a side yard of a property zoned in the CBD zone abuts any residential zone, the side yard setback shall 

be that required by the residential zone. 
3 In cases where a rear yard of a property zoned in the CBD zone abuts any residential zone and there is no alley be-
tween the CBD- zoned lot and the residential zone, the rear setback shall be that required by the residential zone. 
4 In cases where a side yard of a property zoned in the HWC zone abuts any residential zone, the side yard setback shall 

be a minimum fifteen feet and shall be increased one foot for each foot the HWC use building height is increased over 

twenty-five feet. 
5 In cases where a rear yard of a property zoned in the HWC zone abuts any residential zone, the rear setback shall be 

that required by the residential zone. 
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17.26.070 Screening, landscaping, and exterior lighting. 

 The intent of screening and landscaping requirements are to provide a buffer to adjacent residential areas from the effects 

of neighboring commercial uses and to create commercial areas which are attractive. 

 A. General Requirements. A site plan with detailed landscaping and screening must be submitted to the city for review 

of conformance with the following requirements: 

 1. A landscape berm area at least five feet deep shall be installed and maintained adjacent to each property line, except 

where a permanent structure, street, sidewalk or vision clearance requirements are in this area. Vision clearance shall be 

maintained at all street intersections of private and public roadways, alleys, driveways under the following standards:

 a. No berm may be placed within fifteen feet of an intersection, 

 b. A vision clearance setback often five feet from the edge of any existing or proposed roadway. 

 2. Any person proposing to construct a new building or make renovations to the exterior of an existing building lo-

cated on a site which will have less than a five-foot deep landscaped buffer along sixty percent of all property lines, with the 

landscaping in the buffered area at the time of planting providing less than a two-foot-high screen, shall provide an exterior 

building design drawing and landscape plan that illustrates that the buildingôs exterior material and shape is compatible with 

the surrounding natural and manmade elements or design theme of the area where the building is located. 

 3. The building official or his/her designee shall review all applications for commercial building permits for new con-

struction and/or renovation construction involving modification to sixty percent or more of the original building, for the 

required building design drawings and landscape plan. 

 4. Design review and/or landscape plan decisions may be forwarded to the city hearing examiner at the discretion of 

the building official, or appealed to the hearing examiner by the building owner. 

 B. Landscaping and Lighting of Surface Parking and Loading Areas. In addition to the general buffer landscaping re-

quirements, the following landscaping is required for on-site parking and loading surface areas (parking lots) 

 1. Interior landscaping of five percent or more of the site area shall be required when the site, exclusive of the building 

area, is five thousand or more square feet. The interior landscaping shall be placed within the parking lot/loading zone area, 

in such a manner that it visually reduces the barren effect of the open-surfaced area. 

 2. Berms or other landscaped areas required to provide general site screening, may not be calculated as part of the 

interior landscaped area. 

 3 A detailed parking/loading area, landscaping and lighting plan, drawn to scale, shall be presented to the building 

official for approval prior to any building or construction permits being issued. (Ord. 1072 § 3 (Att. B (part), 2001). 

 4. Exterior lighting shall be shielded and directed away from residential uses. Exterior lighting on poles shall not ex-

ceed the building height limits of the underlying zone including the restrictions on height of structures adjacent to residen-

tially zoned areas. 

 

17.26.150 Requirements applicable in specific zones and conditional use standards. 

 A. Central Business District. 

 1. Historical preservation. Any new construction in the CBD should employ any architectural style from the 1850ôs 

through the 1950ôs in order to preserve the historical significance of Kalamaôs core business district. Any remodeling of 

buildings in the CBD shall respect the basic architecture of such buildings. Improvements may use traditional, historic or 

modern materials, provided the style of the building is maintained. Traditional materials are commonly used construction 

materials. Historic materials are reproduced in authentic period style. Modern materials are substances or fabrications not in 

existence at the time of the buildingôs construction, but which may offer superior structural, energy-efficiency or aesthetic 

values. 

 2. Corner buildings (i.e., buildings within 20 feet of a corner as defined by the intersecting curbs) shall have corner 

entrances, or shall provide at least one entrance within 20 feet of the street corner or corner plaza. 

 3. Building façade and design standards.  Illustrations for all building facade, sign or awning placement or improve-

ments must be submitted for approval by the city planner, prior to any construction permits being issued.  Any decisions 

made by the city planner on building façade and design standards may be appealed, subject to the provisions of 17.12.050. 
a. Ground floor windows or window displays shall be provided along at least 30 percent of the buildingôs 

(ground floor) street-facing elevation(s); windows and interior display boxes shall be integral to the building design and 

not mounted to an exterior wall; and  
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b. Primary building entrance(s) are designed with weather protection, such as awnings, canopies, overhangs, or 

similar features; and 

c. On multi-story buildings, ground floors are defined and separated from upper stories by appropriate architec-

tural features (e.g., cornices, trim, awnings, canopies, arbors, trellises, overhangs, or other features) that visually identi-

fies the transition from ground floor to upper story; such features should be compatible with the surrounding architec-

ture; 

 4. Sidewalk dining shall be allowed per Kalama Municipal Code Chapter 17.27 

 5. Roof Design for new buildings. 

 a. The tops of flat roofs may be green roofs, as defined in this Title, which involves a high quality water proofing 

membrane and root repellant system, a drainage system, filter cloth, and lightweight growing medium and plants; and 

are to be encouraged. 

 b. Pitched roofs may have eaves, brackets, gables with decorative vents, or other detailing. 

 B. Highway Commercial District. 

 1. Signs. No advertising sign shall be of such type and style as to cause visual interference or distraction to any auto-

mobile driver or create a visual obstruction at any street intersection. Signs shall be permitted as allowed in accordance with 

Chapter 17.38. 

 2. For new construction or expansion to an existing building for the purpose of creating a highway oriented commer-

cial business as defined in this section, the applicant must submit to the city, site development plans, landscaping, parking 

and lighting plans, proposed building elevation drawings and other information needed by the city building and planning 

department to review for conformance with this chapter and other associated city codes. 
 a. Where buildings with greater than 10,000 square feet of enclosed ground-floor space are proposed, they shall pro-
vide articulated facades on all street-facing elevations. This criterion is met when an elevation contains at least one of the 

following features for every 40 feet of building (horizontal length): windows; primary entrances; weather protection  (awn-

ings, canopies, arbors, trellises), building offsets; projections; changes in elevation or horizontal direction; sheltering roofs; 

terraces; a distinct pattern of divisions in surface materials; ornamentation; screening trees; small-scale lighting (e.g., wall-

mounted lighting, or up-lighting); and/or similar features as generally shown in Figure 17.26.150-1. [Note: Figure 

17.26.150-1 should not be interpreted as a required architectural style.] 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 17.26.150-1 

  

 3. Gambling oriented business standards-Regulated gambling uses. The following gambling oriented businesses as 

defined in this section are subject to the provisions and regulations contained in this chapter and section. 

 a. Definitions. 

 1. Mini -casinos with up to five tables, limited to card games 

 ii. Major-casinos with up to fifteen tables or the limit of the Washington State gambling commission, plus all gam-

bling apparatuses, such as, slot machines, roulette wheels, etc. 

 b. Location. 

 1. Gambling establishments shall locate only within zones as identified on Table 17.26.030-1. 

 ii. The location of any licensed gambling activity is prohibited within one thousand feet of the location of any other 

such gambling activity, or located on the same arterial street as any other such gambling activity. 

 c. Building facade. All gambling oriented building facades, exteriors and exits must be indistinguishable from any 

commercial building, such as those located within the central business district of Kalama. 
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 d. Signs. Signs shall be permitted as allowed in accordance with Chapter 17.38 of the Kalama Municipal Code. 

 e. Parking and lighting regulations. On-site parking shall be required as per Sections 17.44.020 and 17.44.040 of the 

Kalama Municipal Code. 

 f. Number and types of permitted uses per structure. There shall be no sexually oriented business operating in the 

building, structure, or portion thereof in which a gambling oriented business is currently operating. 

 C. Professional/Service Overlay Zone. Activities placed in the professional/service overlay zones must meet the fol-

lowing standards for location, parking, noise, use, business hours, and pedestrian and vehicle traffic: 

 1. Location and hours of operation. Professional services identified on Table 17.26.030-1 as allowable shall locate 

within the professional services overlay zone as identified on the official zoning map of the city. Businesses locating in the 

professional services overlay area are limited to hours open to the public between seven a.m. and nine p.m. 

 2. Dimensional standards. Shall meet all requirements for lot size, setbacks, building height, and lot coverage of the 

underlying zone. 

 3. Construction standards. New construction or remodeling shall be residential in character to blend with the historical 

characteristics predominate to the existing neighborhood. 

 4. Parking. Adequate parking for occupants, employees, visitors, customers, and patrons shall be provided. A mini-

mum of two parking spaces are required for any professional service site. Any on-street parking spaces immediately adja-

cent to a use may be counted toward fulfilling that useôs parking requirements.   The conduct of any home occupation, in-

cluding, but not limited to the storage of goods and equipment, shall not reduce or render unusable required off-street park-

ing. 

 5. Lighting. Lighting shall comply with the requirements of Section 17.26.080. 

 6. Screening/landscaping and yard maintenance. All professional service sites shall be maintained in a neat and order-

ly manner. No nonfunctional vehicles, machinery, appliances, steel drums, boxes, crates, pallets, and related equipment and 

materials shall not be openly stored in side and rear yards. 

 7. Signs. Signs shall be limited in size to two sq. ft. Vision clearance areas shall be maintained at all intersections, 

driveways, and alleys with no sign placed within fifteen feet of any intersection. Signs shall not obstruct the view from any 

other neighboring property. Except with the exceptions herein signs shall be permitted as allowed in accordance with Chap-

ter 17.38 of the Kalama Municipal Code. 

 8.  Environment.  No noise, dust, odors, noxious fumes or vibrations resulting from a home occupation shall exceed 

that which is normally produced in a single-family dwelling. Mechanical or electronic equipment incidental to the conduct 

of a home occupation may be used provided such use does not create visible or audible interference in radio, television or 

telecommunication receivers or transmitters, or cause fluctuations in line voltage off the premises. Home occupations shall 

not interfere with the delivery of utilities or other services to the area; 

 D. Sexually oriented business overlay zone. The following sexually oriented businesses as defined in this Section are 

subject to the provisions and regulations contained in this chapter and section: 

 1. Definitions. 

 a. Adult arcades mean an establishment where, for any form of consideration, one or more still or motion picture pro-

jectors, slide projectors, or similar machines, or other image producing machines, for viewing by five or fewer persons each, 

are used to show films, motion pictures, video cassettes, slides, or other photographic reproductions which are characterized 

by the depiction or description of specific sexual activities or specified anatomical areas. 

 b. Adult bookstores, novelty stores and/or video stores means a commercial establishment which has a significant or 

substantial portion of its stock-in-trade or a significant or substantial portion of its revenues or devotes a significant or sub-

stantial portion of its interior business or advertising to the sale or rental for any form of consideration, or any one or more 

of the following: 

 i. Books magazines, periodicals, or other printed matter or photographs, films, motion pictures, video cassettes, 

slides, or other visual representations which are characterized by the depiction or description of specified sexual activities or 

specified anatomical areas; or 

 ii. An establishment may have another significant or substantial portion of its stock-in-trade that does not involve the 

offering for sale or rental of materials depicting or describing specified sexual activities or specified anatomical areas and 

still be categorized as adult bookstore, adult novelty store, or adult video store. Such other business purposes will not serve 

to exempt such establishments from being categorized as an adult bookstore, adult novelty store, or adult video store so long 

as one of its principal business purposes is offering for sale or rental, for some form of consideration, the specified materials 
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which depict or describe specified sexual activities or specified anatomical areas. Therefore any establishment having twen-

ty percent or more of its stock-in-trade or revenues that come from trading in material depicting or describing specified sex-

ual activities or specified anatomical areas shall be categorized as an adult bookstore, adult novelty store or adult video 

store. 

 c. Adult cabaret means a nightclub, bar, restaurant, or similar commercial establishment, whether or not alcoholic 

beverages are served, which features: 1) persons who appear nude or semi-nude; 2) live performances which are characte-

rized by the exposure of specified sexual activities or specified anatomical areas; 3) films, motion pictures, video cassettes, 

slides, or other photographic reproduction which are characterized by the depiction or description of specified sexual activi-

ties or specified anatomical areas. 

 d. Adult motels/hotels mean a hotel, motel or similar commercial establishment which: 

 i. Offers accommodation to the public for any form of consideration and provides patrons with closed-circuit televi-

sion transmissions, films, motion pictures, video cassettes, slides or other photographic reproductions which are characte-

rized by the depiction or description of specified sexual activities or specified anatomical areas and which has sign visible 

from the public right-of-way which advertises the availability of this adult type of photographic reproductions; or 

 ii. Offers a sleeping room for rent for a period of time that is less than twenty hours; or 

 iii.  Allows a tenant or occupant of a sleeping room to subrent the room for a period of time that is less than twenty 

hours. 

 e. Adult motion picture theaters mean a commercial establishment where films, motion pictures, video cassettes, 

slides, or similar photographic reproductions characterized by the depiction or description of specified sexual activities or 

specified anatomical areas are regularly shown for any form of consideration. 

 f. Adult theaters mean a concert hall, theater, auditorium, or similar commercial establishment which, for any form of 

consideration, regularly features persons who appear nude or semi-nude, or live performances which are characterized by 

exposure of specified sexual activities or specified anatomical areas. 

 g. Nude/semi-nude model studios mean a place where a person who appears nude or semi-nude or displays specified 

anatomical areas is provided for money or any form of consideration to be observed, sketched, drawn, painted, sculptured, 

photographed, or similarly depicted by other persons. 

 h. Specified anatomical areas mean specified anatomical areas shall mean and include any of the following: 1) less 

than completely and opaquely covered human genitals, pubic region, buttocks, anus or female breasts below a point imme-

diately above the top of areola; 2) human male genitals in a discernibly turgid state, even if completely and opaquely cov-

ered. 

 i. Specified sexual activities mean specified sexual activities shall mean and include any of the following: 1) the fon-

dling or other intentional touching of human genitals, pubic region, buttocks, anus, or female breasts; 2) sex acts, actual or 

simulated including intercourse, oral copulation or sodomy; 3) masturbation, actual or simulated; 4) human genitals in a 

state of sexual stimulation, arousal or tumescence; 5) excretory functions as part of or in connection with any of the activi-

ties set forth in subdivisions 1 through 4 of this subsection. 

 j. Youth oriented business or activity: a business utilizing a permanent building or facility where children under the 

age of eighteen years are invited onto the premises in conjunction with such business activity and at least fifty percent of the 

business revenue is generated from their patronage. 

 2. Location. Sexually oriented business establishments as defined in this chapter shall locate only within the sexually 

oriented business overlay zone within such geographical areas of the city as identified on the official zoning map of the city. 

Provided, however, that even within the overlay zone, a sexually oriented business shall not locate within a distance of six 

hundred feet of an existing youth-oriented business or activity, provided, that the youth-oriented business or activity was 

operating prior to the proposed location of the sexually oriented business. No structure used for an adult book store, adult 

novelty store or adult video store or any form of adult sexually oriented business shall locate closer than one thousand feet 

from any other structure or building used for such purpose nor shall such business locate closer than one thousand two hun-

dred feet to an existing church, park, or school property. The distances set forth in this section shall be measured in all com-

pass directions, in a straight line, from the exterior wall of the existing building to the closest property line of the subject 

building. 

 3. Building facade of sexually oriented businesses. All sexually oriented business building facades, exteriors and exits 

must be indistinguishable from any commercial building, such as those located within the central business district of Kala-

ma. Illustrations depicting partially or totally nude humans shall not be posted, painted or depicted in any manner on any 
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exterior wall, door or apparatus attached to or associated with such building. 

 4. Plans required-New construction or expansion. For new construction or expansion to an existing building for the 

purpose of a sexually oriented business as defined in this section, the applicant must submit to the city, site development 

plans, landscaping, parking and lighting plans, proposed building elevation drawings and other information needed by the 

city building and planning dept. to review for conformance with this chapter and other associated city codes. 

 5. Parking and lighting regulations.  

 a. Parking. On-site parking shall be required as per Chapter 17.44 of the Kalama Municipal Code, and in addition 

shall meet the following: 

 i. All on-site parking areas and premise entries of sexually oriented businesses shall be illuminated from dusk until 

one hour past closing hour of operation with a lighting system which provides an average maintained horizontal illumina-

tion of one foot-candle of light on the parking surface and/or walkways. An on-site exterior lighting plan shall be presented 

to the city police department for approval prior to the operation of any sexually oriented business. 

 ii. All parking for sexually oriented businesses must be located to the front of the building. Parking and pedestrian 

access to the exterior rear of the building shall be denied to any persons other than employees and public officials during the 

performance of their respective duties and tasks by means of fencing approved by the city police and public works depart-

ments. 

 6. Number and types of permitted uses per structure for sexually oriented businesses. There shall be no more than one 

sexually oriented business operation in the same building, structure or portion thereof. In addition, there shall be no other 

non-sexually oriented business operating in the same building, structure, or portion thereof in which a sexually oriented 

business is currently operating. 

 7. Signs. Signs shall be permitted as allowed in accordance with Chapter 17.38 of the Kalama Municipal Code. 

 8. Nonconforming uses. Any sexually oriented business lawfully operating on the effective date of this chapter, that as 

a result of this chapter is in violation of location, structural, uses, or parking or lighting requirements of this section, shall be 

deemed a nonconforming use. Such nonconforming use shall be permitted to continue at its existing location and in its ex-

isting building for a period not to exceed ninety days, unless sooner terminated for any reason, or voluntarily discontinued 

for a period of three continuous months. Nonconforming uses shall not be increased, extended or altered except if such alte-

rations are to a conforming use. 

 E. Neighborhood Commercial Floating Zone. 

 1. Location, size and/or consolidation of site shall first be approved by the planning commission at an open meeting 

with the applicant. Recommendations of the planning commission will be submitted with the conditional use permit applica-

tion. 

 2. Outdoor sales and display areas shall be limited to forty percent of the lot area or one thousand five hundred square 

feet, whichever is less. 

 3. On-site parking and loading is required as per parking standards in Chapter 17.44 of this code. 

 4. The number of drive-in lanes and curb cuts shall be limited to one drive-in lane and curb cut per business, Except 

for service stations, which shall be allowed a maximum of four drive-in lanes and curb cuts per business. 

 5. All outdoor advertising signs placed on stand-alone poles shall be blackened-out on side facing adjacent residential-

ly zoned property. 

 6. All outdoor advertising shall be limited to on-site business only (the sign owner cannot rent sign space or erect a 

sign for a business not located on the immediate property. 

 7. In the neighborhood commercial zone, only one business structure per lot shall be permitted. (Ord. 1072 § 3 (Att. B 

(part), 2001). 
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Chapter 17.27 

 

COMMERCIAL USE OF SIDEWALKS  

AND PUBLIC RIGHTS -OF-WAY  

 

Sections: 

17.27.010 Definitions. 

17.27.020 Exclusions. 

17.27.030 General provisions. 

17.27.040 Application procedures. 

17.27.050 Term. 

17.27.060 Development standards. 

17.27.070 Design standards. 

17.27.080 Violation--Remedy. 

 

17.27.010 Definitions. 

 As used in this chapter: 

 ñSidewalk cafeò means an outdoor dining area on a public sidewalk where patrons may consume food and/or beverages 

provided by an abutting food service establishment. Such establishments may either provide table service in the outdoor 

dining areas or sell take-out items to be consumed in the outdoor dining area. (Ord. 1036 § 2 (part), 2000). 

 

17.27.020 Exclusions. 

 A. This chapter does not apply to private property. 

 B. This chapter does not apply to a service group, school or church-related fundraising event which may have an inci-

dental effect on city property, but where the persons in attendance will be less than fifty people. This exclusion includes, but 

is not limited to bake sales, the sale of Girl Scout cookies and car washes. 

 C. This chapter does not apply to a use covered by the special events permit requirements of Chapter 5.18 of this code. 

(Ord. 1036 § 2 (part), 2000). 

 

17.27.030 General provisions. 

 A. Permit Required. Any obstruction of the public right-of-way or sidewalk may occur only after the city has issued a 

right-of-way use permit. 

 B. Zoning Requirements. Any use of a public right-of-way or sidewalk shall be subject to the requirements and limita-

tions set forth in this chapter. 

 C. Noise Regulations. Any use of the public right-of-way or sidewalk shall be subject to the requirements of Section 

7.04.020 (M), Public nuisance defined (noise) of this code. 

 D. Indemnification. The permit holder shall defend, indemnify and hold the city and its employees harmless from and 

against any loss or damage arising from the use or existence of the improvements or encroachment authorized under a right-

of-way use permit. 

 E. Insurance. The permit holder shall obtain and maintain in force comprehensive general liability, broad form proper-

ty damage and blanket contractual liability insurance in a combined single limit amount, per claim and aggregate, of at least 

one million dollars covering the permit holderôs operations on the sidewalk. Such insurance shall name on a special en-

dorsement form, the city, its elected and appointed boards, officers, agents and employees as additional insured. A certifi-

cate of insurance shall contain provisions that prohibit cancellation, modification, or lapse without thirty daysô prior written 

notice to the city. 

 F. Compliance with Laws. The permit holder shall comply with all local, state and federal laws, and all liquor control 

board and county health department rules and regulations. (Ord. 1036 § 2 (part), 2000). 

 

17.27.040 Application procedures. 

 A. A right-of-way use permit shall be required for all encroaching furniture and improvements. A right-of-way use 

permit shall be obtained as follows: 
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 1. The application shall be filed with the city hall on a form provided by the city hall staff; 

 2. The application shall be signed by the owner of the property or his authorized agent; 

 3. The application shall be accompanied by a site plan, drawn to scale and fully dimensioned, which accurately de-

picts the location, height, nature and extent of all proposed improvements and objects within the encroachment zone. All 

fixed features such as tree wells, sign posts, fire hydrants, news racks, light poles, etc. within twenty feet of the encroach-

ment zone shall be depicted on the site plan; 

 4. An annual permit fee as established by resolution of the city council is due at the time of the issuance of a new 

right-of-way use permit. Once issued, a right-of-way use permit must be renewed annually by January 31st to remain valid. 

 B. Prior to issuance of the right-of-way use permit, the applicant shall provide both the certificate of insurance and the 

completed standard special endorsement in a form meeting the approval of the city attorney. 

 C. A right-of-way use permit may be issued by the mayor after consultation with the director of public works, police 

chief, building official, fire marshal and city attorney. The mayor may impose any reasonable conditions on the right-of-way 

use permit necessary for the protection of the public. (Ord. 1143 § 11, 2004; Ord. 1058 § 2, 2000; Ord. 1036 § 2 (part), 

2000). 

 

17.27.050 Term. 

 Valid right-of-way use permits shall remain in effect from the time they are issued until the end of that year and renewed 

by January 31st of each year thereafter. If not renewed by February 28th, the right-of-way use permit will be revoked and 

the application process must be completed again. (Ord. 1036 § 2 (part), 2000). 

 

17.27.060 Development standards. 

 A. Horizontal Clearance. A clear, continuous pedestrian path of not less than six feet in width shall be required for 

pedestrian circulation outside of the outdoor use area, except that a pedestrian path of not less than five feet will be allowed 

where a barrier is required. As used herein, pedestrian path means a continuous obstruction-free sidewalk or right-of-way, 

paved to city standards, between the outside boundary of the use area and any obstruction, including but not limited to street 

trees, landscaping, street lights, benches and curb lines. 

 B. Allowable Uses. Any outdoor use of the public sidewalk or public right-of-way may incorporate street trees or 

street furniture, provided that the required pedestrian path is maintained outside of the outdoor use area. 

 C. Setback from Corners, Streets and Alleys. When an outdoor use area is located at a street corner, a ten-foot setback 

from the corner of the building shall be maintained along both frontages. When an outdoor use area is located adjacent to a 

driveway or an alley, a five-foot setback shall be maintained from the driveway or alley. (Ord. 1036 § 2 (part), 2000). 

 

17.27.070 Design standards. 

 A. Barriers. 

 1. No barrier shall be required if the proposed use does not include the serving of alcohol; 

 2. Establishments that serve alcoholic beverages in the outdoor area shall provide a physical barrier that meets the 

requirements of this policy and of the alcoholic beverage control board; 

 3. Barriers should compliment the building facade as well as any street furniture and be somewhat transparent (such as 

wrought iron) and shall be able to withstand inclement weather; 

 4. Barriers shall be capable of being removed through the use of recessed sleeves and posts, by wheels that can be 

locked into place, or weighted bases. Barriers can be erected after April 1st of each year and shall be removed by October 

31st each year. Barriers shall be removed if not in use of thirty days. 

 5. The height of any barrier shall not exceed three feet six inches. 

 B. Awnings and Umbrellas. The use of awnings over the outdoor use area and removable table umbrellas shall be 

permitted, provided they do not interfere with street trees. Awnings shall have no support posts located within the public 

right-of-way. A building permit must be obtained prior to installation of any awning. 

 C. Lighting. Outdoor lighting fixtures should compliment the style of the building. Lighting fixtures shall not be glar-

ing to motorists or pedestrians on the adjacent right-of-way, and shall illuminate only the outdoor use area. Outdoor lighting 

may be installed on the facade of the building. Electrical fixtures shall not be permitted in the public right-of-way. Lighting 

shall be installed by a licensed electrician under an electrical permit issued by the Department of Labor and Industries. Bat-

tery-operated lamps will be permitted. 
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 D. Design. The design, material, and colors used for chairs, tables, umbrellas, awnings and other fixtures should com-

pliment the architectural style and colors of the building facade and street furniture. 

 E. Signs. Notwithstanding any other provision of this code, signs and logos shall be permitted on umbrellas in outdoor 

dining areas and affixed to carts. 

 F. Heaters. Portable propane heaters shall be allowed within the outdoor use areas. 

 G. Disabled Access. All requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Acts shall be met. (Ord. 1085 § 1, 2002; Ord. 

1036 § 2 (part), 2000). 

 

17.27.080 Violation--Remedy. 

 In the event that a permit holder fails to abide by the provisions of this policy or the terms and conditions of a right-of-

way use permit, the permit may be revoked as follows: 

 A. The city shall give five business daysô written notice to the permit holder of the violation requiring revocation of 

the permit, providing that if the violation is corrected within five business days, the permit will not be revoked. 

 B. If, at the expiration of five business days the violation is not corrected, the city shall issue a notice of revocation of 

the right-of-way use permit, and the permit holder will be required to immediately cease all activity in the city right-of-way. 

 C. The permit holder or property owner shall pay all costs incurred by the city in abating the encroachment or im-

provement. 

 D. The permit holder or property owner may appeal the permit revocation to the city council at its next regularly sche-

duled meeting by filing a notice of appeal with the city hall staff. The permit holder may continue the use of the city right-

of-way pending appeal. 

 E. The city may immediately suspend the permit holderôs permit for up to five business days for a public safety viola-

tion. If the violation is not corrected within five business days, the city will issue a notice of revocation as set forth in sub-

section b of this section. The permit holder may not continue the use of the city right-of-way pending an appeal of a revoca-

tion of the permit due to a safety violation. 

 F. The city attorney is authorized to bring an action in the Cowlitz County Superior Court to enjoin any use of the city 

right of way carried out in violation of this chapter. (Ord. 1036 § 2 (part), 2000). 
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Chapter 17.28 

I -1--INDUSTRIAL  USE DISTRICT 

Sections: 

17.28.010 Purpose. 

17.28.020 Permitted uses. 

17.28.030 Secondary uses. 

17.28.040 Prohibited uses. 

17.28.050 Off-street parking. 

17.28.010 Purpose. 

The I-1 district provides for manufacturing, warehousing, distribution operations, and recreational opportunities and 

limited commercial activity. (Ord. 1200 § 1, 2007: Ord. 491 § 6.01, 1966). 

17.28.020 Permitted uses. 

The following uses are permitted in any I-1 district: 

A. Commercial, manufacturing, and industrial uses similar in operation as, but not restricted to, the following: 

1. Port facilities, such as ship berthing areas, loading and unloading facilities, and port office buildings; 

2. Wood, coal, and oil fuel yards; 

3. Retail and wholesale lumber and building material yards; 

4. Contractorsô offices, shops, and storage yards; 

5. Freight warehouse terminals; 

6. Automotive repair garages and body and fender shops; 

7. Blacksmith, welding, and metal fabricating shops; 

8. Processing, manufacturing, packaging, distribution, and storage operations; 

9. On-site and off-site hazardous waste treatment and storage facilities; provided that such facilities meet the state siting 

criteria adopted pursuant to the requirements of RCW 70.105.210 as now or hereafter amended; 

10. Within the boundaries specified in Figure 17.28.020-1, cultural institutions and museums; 

11. Within the boundaries of Figure 17.28.020-1, lodging facilities and restaurants, pubs, tasting rooms, retail uses and 

microbreweries with indoor and outdoor seating, either in stand-alone buildings or combined into a single building, 

provided that microbreweries must be an integral part of a restaurant and the product can be brewed only for on-site 

retail. Uses under this subsection are subject to the following: 

a. Submittal of Plans. For new construction or expansion to an existing building, an applicant must submit to the city, 

site development plans, landscaping, parking and lighting plans, proposed building elevation drawings and other infor-

mation needed by the city building and planning department to review for conformance with this chapter and other as-

sociated city codes. 

b. Signage. Signs shall be permitted as allowed in accordance with the sign standards set forth for commercial districts 

in Section 17.38.110. 

c. Building Setbacks. Minimum front yard setback shall be fifteen feet from the shoulder of roads and streets. There 

shall be no limitations on side and rear yard setbacks, provided that all permanent buildings shall be set back a mini-

mum of thirty-five feet from the Columbia River and all permanent buildings shall be a minimum of twenty-five feet 

apart. 

d. Building Height. No building shall be more than three and one-half stories high or over forty-five feet in height. 

e. Lot Coverage. There are no percentage limitations on lot coverage, provided that site landscaping standards are met. 

f. Site Lighting. Exterior wall-mounted and pole-mounted lighting shall be shielded and directed downward. Exterior 

lighting on poles shall not exceed the maximum building height specified herein. 

g. Site Landscaping. Interior landscaping of ten percent or more of the site area shall be required when the site, exclu-
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sive of the building area, is five thousand or more square feet, or the proposed structure or combination of structures is 

greater than five thousand square feet in size. The interior landscaping placed within the on-site parking area shall be 

counted towards the minimum ten percent requirement. Where unique site specific conditions exist, deviations from 

this requirement may be authorized. 

h. Off-Street Parking. Parking associated with authorized uses shall generally comply with Chapter 17.44. Minimum 

parking requirements for authorized uses may be addressed through joint parking arrangements to reduce the need to 

construct new parking areas immediately adjacent to Columbia River. 

i. Off-Street Parking Landscaping. Landscaping shall be provided in any newly constructed off-street parking on a site 

in such a manner to soften the hard-surfaced nature of the parking area and provide shading, where appropriate. 

j. Vision Clearance. Vision clearance shall be maintained at all street intersections of private and public roadways, al-

leys, driveways. A vision clearance setback of fifteen feet shall be maintained from the edge of any existing or pro-

posed roadway. Low-height landscaping such as shrubs three feet or less in height or grass or groundcovers shall be 

planted and maintained in required vision clearance areas. 

k. Permanent Buildings Required. All buildings shall be installed on and attached to a permanent foundation and per-

manently attached to sewer, water and electrical utilities. The foundation and all building elements must comply with 

all current and applicable city building code standards. 

l. Temporary Buildings Permitted. A temporary or mobile structure or tent associated with an authorized use and in-

tended to support a special event shall be allowed for a maximum of thirty days, except temporary buildings approved 

in the conditional use process or temporary construction offices which can remain on a construction site for the term of 

the construction work or one year, whichever is shorter, unless extended as a conditional use to accommodate a longer 

construction period. 

 

Figure 17.28.020-1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Sections 17.28.020(A)(10) and (11) shall only be applicable in the above hatched area. 

 

B. Buildings and developments necessary for the operation of a public utility: 

1. Commercial recreation, such as ice and roller skating rinks, auditoriums, boat harbors, marinas, and related facilities; 

2. Public parks and recreation areas, and related facilities; 

3. Service stations; 

4. Railroad depots; 

5. Agriculture and appurtenant structures, but not including farm dwellings. (Ord. 1200 § 2, 2007: Ord. 751 § 4, 1988; 

Ord. 491 § 6.02, 1966). 

17.28.030 Secondary uses. 
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The following uses are permitted in an I-1 district in conjunction with, but subordinate to, any of the uses permitted in 

Section 17.28.020: 

A. Dwelling unit for the convenience of a resident watchman or custodian only, 

B. Employeesô cafeterias, restaurants, and auditoriums, 

C. Parking lots for employeesô cars and equipment incidental to the operation of said business or industry. 

(Ord. 491 § 6.03, 1966). 

17.28.040 Prohibited uses. 

The following uses are prohibited in an I-1 district: 

A. Churches, schools; 

B. Dwellings, except as permitted in Section 17.28.030; 

C. Retail business uses other than those permitted in Section 17.28.020. (Ord. 491 § 6.04, 1966). 

17.28.050 Off-street parking. 

Off-street parking shall be provided in any I-1 district in accordance with the requirements of Chapter 17.44. (Ord. 491 

§ 6.05, 1966). 

 

 



 

 263 

Chapter 17.32 

REC--RECREATIONAL USE DISTRICT  

 

Sections: 

17.32.010Purpose. 

17.32.020Prohibited uses. 

17.32.030Off-street parking. 

 

17.32.010 Purpose. 

 In furtherance of the comprehensive plan of the city, the recreational district classification is intended to provide availa-

ble area for the purpose of public and private outdoor recreation. Private outdoor recreation includes areas operated for prof-

it. Private and public recreation includes facilities and equipment for recreational purposes including swimming pools; ten-

nis courts; playgrounds; marinas; micro-breweries with public touring, tasting room and associated facilities; retail shops 

and food, beverage and lodging facilities associated with tourism; business offices associated with the foregoing activities; 

and other similar uses. The type and extent of private recreation allowed in a recreational area will be subject to the approval 

of the planning commission of the city, and must be consistent with the goals and purposes of the recreational use district. 

(Ord. 768 § 1, 1990: Ord. 516 § 2 (part), 1970: Ord. 491 § 7.01, 1966). 

 

17.32.020 Prohibited uses. 

 All uses defined in Chapters 17.20, 17.24, and 17.28 are specifically prohibited in a recreation use district, except as may 

be approved by the planning commission of the city as provided above in Section 17.32.010. (Ord. 768 § 2, 1990: Ord. 516 

§ 2 (part), 1970: Ord. 491 § 7.02, 1966). 

 

17.32.030 Off -street parking. 

 Off-street parking shall be provided in any Rec. district in accordance with the requirements of Chapter 17.44. (Ord. 516 

§ 2 (part), 1970: Ord. 491 § 7.03, 1966). 
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Chapter 17.38 

SIGNS 

 

Sections: 

17.38.010 Purpose. 

17.38.020 Definitions. 

17.38.030 Applicability and scope. 

17.38.040 Sign permit. 

17.38.050 Exempt signs. 

17.38.060 Prohibited signs. 

17.38.070 Sign measurements. 

17.38.080 Sign placement requirements. 

17.38.090 Temporary/special-purpose signs. 

17.38.100 General sign regulations. 

17.38.110 Commercial district sign regulations. 

17.38.120 Industrial and special-purpose district sign regulations. 

17.38.130 Residential area sign regulations. 

17.38.140 Signs in mixed-use districts. 

17.38.150 Variations to sign code regulations. 

17.38.160 Nonconforming signs. 

17.38.170 Removal of signs. 

 

17.38.010 Purpose. 

 This chapter recognizes the importance of signs in the community and establishes regulations intended to protect the 

public from damage or injury caused by or attributable to distractions and obstructions caused by poorly designed or impro-

perly located signs. These regulations are also intended to stabilize or enhance the overall appearance of the community, 

preserve and enhance property values and attract tourists. (Ord. 980 § 3 (part), 1997). 

 

17.38.020 Definitions. 

 As used in this chapter: 

 ñAbandoned signò means any sign, including its structure and other components, which is located on vacant property or 

an unoccupied building for a period of six months or more and which, during that time, is not used for legal sign purposes; 

or which relates to a time, event or purpose which no longer applies; and/or which has been allowed to deteriorate to be-

come a public hazard or eyesore. 

 ñAlterationò means any change in the size, shape, method of illumination, position, location, construction or the support 

structure of a sign. 

 ñArea of a signò means the total space or outer dimensions of a sign, including  any logos or other artistic or architectural 

features that are directly related to or an integral part of the sign. 

 ñAwning/canopyò means a temporary or movable shelter (awning) or a fixed rigid shelter (canopy) supported entirely by 

the exterior wall of the building and generally extending over a pedestrian walkway. 

 ñBulletin boardò means a permanent sign structure intended to accommodate changeable copy, such as private or public 

notices, special event information, and other short-term messages, and generally at a scale suitable for pedestrians and not 

intended to be read by passing motorists. 

 ñChangeable copy/message center/readerboard signò means a permanent sign structure that may be internally or external-

ly illuminated and intended to accommodate changeable lettering, numbering, graphic displays, or other short-term messag-

es. Generally used for commercial advertising or for public service announcements or current or coming events. (Also see 

ñpublic information/identification sign.ò)  

 ñConstruction signò means a sign that relates directly to a construction project taking place on site and may include such 

information as the name of the project and contractors, phone numbers, completion dates, and similar information about the 

project. 
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 ñDirectional signò means a permanent sign which is designed solely for the purpose of directing motor vehicle, pede-

strian, bicycle, or other traffic, or individuals, toward a specific destination or route. 

 ñFreestanding signò means a sign that is supported by columns, uprights or braces in or upon the ground and not attached 

to any building. 

 ñFrontageò means the actual length of the front property line abutting a street or alley (if no street frontage), or the length 

of the property line of a flag lot that most closely parallels the street it most directly relates to. 

 ñGradeò means the level of the surface of the ground that lies immediately below a sign or proposed sign location. When 

a slope is involved, the grade shall be the average of the levels at each support member of the signôs structure. 

 ñIdentification signò means a sign intended solely to inform the public of the use of a property, building, office or pre-

mise, and which may typically include the address, suite number, or other identifying information, but that does not include 

advertising or messages that are not necessary for the identification of the premises. 

 ñIllegal signò means any sign or advertising device which was erected or altered in violation of the sign codes in effect at 

the time of such action and which remain in violation of existing codes. 

 ñIncidental signsò means signs that are intended for the convenience of the public, which are informational only and 

which do not include the advertising of products or services. Such signs include business hours signs, credit card signs, en-

trance and exit signs, and similar signs, some of which may be required by law for safety purposes. 

 ñMaintainò means to allow to exist or continue to exist. Also, where the context indicates, to keep in a safe, neat and 

clean condition. 

 ñMarqueeò means a permanent roofed structure attached to and supported by a building and projecting away from the 

building, usually over a public walkway and typically common to theaters. A marquee itself is not a sign, but is commonly 

used to support signs. 

 ñMoving, flashing or animated signò means any sign that includes action or motion, including flashing lights, color 

changes, revolving or waving actions other than wind actuated elements such as flags, pennants, banners, and similar devic-

es. These types of signs do not include time/temperature signs, nor electronic or electric readerboard or message center signs 

with messages that change no more frequently than two-second intervals. 

 ñMultiple-building complexò means a group of structures housing a combination of business, office, residential, or other 

uses, and which shares a common area, access, parking and/or other facilities. 

 ñMultiple-occupancy buildingò means a single building housing more than one retail business, office, commercial ven-

ture or other allowed land use. 

 ñNonconforming signò means a sign that was legally established, but no longer conforms to the current sign standards or 

this chapter. 

 ñPortable signò means any sign designed to be moved easily and not permanently affixed to the ground or to a structure 

or building. 

 

 ñProjecting signò means a sign, other than a wall sign, which is attached to and projects from a structure or building fa-

cade and the face(s) of which is not parallel to the buildingôs facade. This sign may be supported by a structure in addition 

to its building or wall support. 

 ñPublic information/identification signò means a sign intended solely to inform the public of events or activities or com-

munity interest, to identify the entrance to or exit from the city or a district or neighborhood within the city, and which does 

not include the advertising or any business, product or service of a commercial nature, nor any logo, symbol, or other indi-

cation of a commercial message or sponsorship. 

 ñSign.ò Any communication device, structure or fixture which is intended to identify a building, place, use, business or 

event, to make a statement, or to promote the sale of products, goods or services using graphics, letters, figures, symbols, 

trademarks or written copy is a sign. Painted wall designs or patterns of an artistic or architectural nature which do not 

represent a product, service or registered trademark, do not identify these, and do not otherwise meet the above definition, 

are not considered signs. If a design or pattern is combined with a sign, only that part of the design or pattern which cannot 

be distinguished from the sign will be considered part of the sign. 

 ñSign structureò means any structure specifically intended to support a sign, and which may include supports, uprights, 

braces, framework, or other members needed for support. 

 ñTemporary political and election signsò means temporary political and election signs shall include signs pertaining to 

nonpartisan elections, bond measures, initiatives, and similar matters as well as to the customary partisan politics. The term 
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ñsignsò as used in this chapter shall not be deemed to include permanent outdoor advertising structures or billboards, which 

are regulated by the other sections of this chapter, regardless of whether political advertising is carried on such outdoor ad-

vertising structures or billboards. Temporary political signs are subject to the following requirements: 

 1. Size. The face of any such sign shall not exceed four feet in height or width and eight feet in length. 

 2. Public Property. It is unlawful to erect any such sign on public property. 

 3. Fee. Before erecting any such sign or signs on private property, the person desiring to erect the same shall pay to 

the city clerk a single fee which shall entitle such person to erect as many such signs as desired on any and all private prop-

erty within the city for which permission of the owner or occupant thereof has been first secured. The fee shall be deter-

mined during the budget process for the city. 

 4. Deposit. In addition to such fee, the person desiring to erect any temporary political signs shall, before doing so, 

deposit a sum to be determined by city clerk to cover all such signs erected, as a guarantee that the same will be removed 

within ten days after the election for which such signs are displayed and thus will not contribute to visual pollution in the 

city; provided all such signs are removed within such time, which determination shall be made by the city, such deposit will 

be refunded, without interest, to the person presenting to the city clerk the deposit receipt issued by the city at the time of 

the deposit. If such signs are not so removed within such ten days, the deposit shall be deemed forfeited to the city to help 

defray the cost to the city of removing such signs. At the time of making such deposit, the person making the same shall 

designate to the city clerk the signs, by name of the individual or proposition listed on such signs, for which such deposits 

being made. 

 ñTemporary/special purpose signò means a sign that is not permanently affixed and which is intended for short-term use, 

such as to advertise a specific activity such as a special promotion, sale or fund-raising event. Signs advertising property for 

sale or rent, and garage/yard sale signs are other examples, as are banners, flags, pennants, searchlights and balloons and 

similar devices. 

 ñWall signò means a sign attached directly to or erected against the wall of a building with the face parallel to the facade 

of the building and extending no more than twelve inches from the wall. (Ord. 980 § 3 (part), 1997). 

 

17.38.030 Applicability and scope. 

 This chapter is intended to regulate the number, size, placement and physical characteristics of signs and sign structures. 

These regulations are not intended to, and do not restrict, limit or control the content of any sign message. These regulations 

shall apply to all on-site or off-site signs in all zoning districts and may be subject to additional requirements of certain dis-

tricts, or to state and federal regulations. In cases of conflict, the most stringent requirement shall prevail. (Ord. 980 § 3 

(part), 1997). 

 

17.38.040 Sign permit. 

 A. Permit Required. No sign shall be placed, erected or displayed without first obtaining a sign permit, except in the 

case of signs that are specifically exempt. 

 B. Removal of Nonconforming Signs. No sign permit shall be issued to allow a new or additional sign on a property 

having a nonconforming sign until such time as the nonconforming sign(s) is removed or modified to conform to this code. 

 C. Permit Application. An application for a sign permit must be signed by the property owner, lessee, contract vendee, 

or other tenant of the property on which the sign is to be erected or placed. Such application shall contain the following in-

formation unless determined by the building official to be unnecessary for the processing of the application: 

 1. Site Plan. Drawn to scale showing the subject property, streets, all existing buildings, and the location of any exist-

ing freestanding signs, utility poles and other structures within fifty feet of the proposed new signôs location; 

 2. Drawings. Showing the structural details of the proposed sign, including its dimensions, heights, materials, type of 

illumination, landscaping (freestanding signs) and structural support; 

 3. Photographs. Showing all existing signs on the subject property and building(s), and marked to indicate the pro-

posed location of the new sign(s). (Ord. 980 § 3 (part), 1997). 

 

17.38.050 Exempt signs. 

 The following signs are exempt from the provisions of this chapter, but may be subject to other provisions of the zoning 

code or building code. 

 A. Traffic signs, signals, and other traffic control devices erected by the city or other public authority; 
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 B. Public notices pertaining to public health or safety issues, or for notification of legal or legislative actions of public 

interest that are erected by the city or other public authority, and of a temporary nature; 

 C. Permanent plaques, cornerstones, name plates, and other building identification markings attached to or carved into 

the building materials and which are an integral part of the structure; 

 D. Signs within buildings, provided they do not include moving, flashing or animated signs (see definition) that are 

visible from any private or public roadway, or from adjacent properties; 

 E. Incidental signs intended for public information or convenience and which consist of no more than ten square feet 

for a combination of such signs. These may include restroom signs, hours of operation signs, address numbers, help wanted, 

open/closed signs, credit card signs, and similar signs; 

 F. The American flag, state of Washington flag, special purpose flags, pennants or banners that are displayed properly 

and not intended to contribute to a commercial advertising display; 

 G. Wall graphics of an artistic nature and that do not conform to the definition of ñsign;ò 

 H. Temporary/special purpose signs related to short-term events. [See Section 17.38.090, Temporary/special purpose 

signs.]; 

 I. Public information/identification signs which are approved through the special purpose permit process; 

 J. Bulletin boards are exempt from sign permits and size requirements if they are provided for the use of the general 

public and not for commercial advertising purposes. (Ord. 980 § 3 (part), 1997). 

 

17.38.060 Prohibited signs. 

 The following signs are prohibited within the city limits of Kalama and shall be subject to removal through amortization 

or other means: 

 A. Strobe lights and signs containing strobe lights or any other flashing, moving or animated features that are visible 

beyond any property line. Readerboard or message center signs that change copy no more frequently than two-second inter-

vals, and time/temperature signs are exempt from this provision; 

 B. Signs placed or painted on any motor vehicle or trailer that is not operable and routinely used to transport or pro-

vide the goods or services being advertised, or that is parked with the primary purpose of providing a sign that would not 

otherwise be allowed; 

 C. Any private sign placed within a public right-of-way, on a public sidewalk, or overhanging a public right-of-way; 

except that signs overhanging a public sidewalk may be permitted if there is a minimum of eight feet of vertical clearance 

between the sidewalk and bottom of the sign. (Publicly owned or installed signs not included.); 

 D. Any sign that is determined by the city council to be an imminent hazard to public safety due to its design, mate-

rials, physical condition or placement; 

 E. Signs painted, attached to, or otherwise supported by rock formations, utility poles, trees, or other plant materials; 

 F. Portable signs within any public right-of-way when obstructing pedestrian walkways, bikeways or driveways on 

private property. (Ord. 980 § 3 (part), 1997). 

 

17.38.070 Sign measurements 

 A. The area of sign faces shall include the entire sign area, including any surrounding frames or cabinet edges. 

 B. Sign area does not include supports, foundations or structures that are not part of the sign. 

 C. Only one side of a double-faced sign is counted in the signôs total area. 

 D. When signs are constructed of individual letters or other pieces attached to a wall or other flat surface, the sign area 

is determined by a perimeter line drawn around and containing all the pieces. 

 E. Multiple-copy signs or shopping center signs consisting of several individual signs on the same support structure 

are calculated as the total of all individual sign components. 

 F. A round or cylindrical sign is calculated as the maximum area that can be seen at one time from one position, or 

fifty percent of the total area, whichever is greater. 

 G. The height of a sign is measured from ñgradeò as defined, to the highest point of the sign or its structure, whichever 

is higher. 

 H. Sign clearances are measured from grade directly below the sign to the bottom of the sign or sign frame. 

 I. Street corner signs (at an intersection) shall be assigned to one of the frontages by the applicant and shall conform 

to the requirements of that frontage only. 
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 J. Portable signs shall be calculated as part of the total freestanding sign area available to the site. (Ord. 980 § 3 (part), 

1997). 

 

17.38.080 Sign placement requirements. 

 A. All signs, including supporting structures, shall be erected or placed totally within the boundaries of the site and not 

within any public right-of-way, with the following exceptions: 

 1. Public authority and other traffic-related signs; 

 2. Approved signs overhanging public walkways. 

 B. Vision clearance areas shall be maintained at all intersections or private and public roadways, alleys and driveways, 

to prohibit any sign within fifteen feet of such intersections. 

 C. A vision clearance setback shall be maintained a distance of at least ten feet from the edge of any existing roadway 

or from the proposed edge of a planned road or road proposed to be widened. Any sign located within this strip shall be ei-

ther (1) lower than thirty-six inches above grade, or (2) higher than eight feet above grade. Any posts or other supporting 

structures shall have a diameter no greater than twelve inches within this area. 

 D. Any pedestrian clearance vertical distance of eight feet from grade or sidewalk to the lowest part of the sign is re-

quired for any sign extending over public sidewalks or other walkways. 

 E. Any projecting sign may extend beyond the property line and over a public pedestrian walkway for a maximum 

distance of six feet beyond the property line. 

 F. Freestanding signs shall not extend beyond property lines. (Ord. 980 § 3 (part), 1997). 

 

17.38.090 Temporary/special-purpose signs. 

 A. Temporary and special-purpose signs are subject to the same setback and clearance requirements that are applicable 

to other signs and shall not cause a hazard to public safety or block the visibility of motorists. 

 B. Unlimited time special purpose signs shall conform to the size, height and setback requirements of the zoning dis-

trict in which they will be located. 

 C. A temporary sign shall not be permanently attached to the ground, a building, or to any other structure, other than 

necessary to secure it to prevent theft or wind damage. 

 D. Signs that are related to a specific event or date shall be removed within ten days of that occurrence, such as follow-

ing an election, the sale of a property, close of a carnival, or similar event. 

 E. Wind signs or devices that flutter, wave, sparkle, or otherwise move from the pressure of the wind are considered to 

be temporary signs or devices and shall be used only for specific promotions or events and not as permanent sign devices. 

 F. Short- and long-term temporary and special-purpose signs may be placed in accordance with the following table 

anywhere in the city: 

 

Sign Type A B C 

Description Short term tempo-

rary/special purpose 

Long term tempo-

rary/special purpose 

Unlimited time special pur-

pose 

Time Limit 7 days 60 days none 

Sign Height  4 ft. maximum  

Sign Placement Permit Re-

quired 

If larger than 32 s.f. or 

higher than 6 ft. 

no If larger than 32 s.f. or 

higher than 6 ft. 

Zoning Approval Required no no yes 

Within Right-of-Way Requires lease with city 

council action 

Requires lease with city 

council action 

Requires lease with city 

council action 

 

 G. Any temporary sign that has been removed shall not be replaced by another temporary sign at the same site for a 

period of at least ninety days following its removal. (Ord. 980 § 3 (part), 1997). 

 

17.38.100 General sign regulations. 

 The following regulations apply to signs in all zoning districts of Kalama: 
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 A. Vision Clearance. Signs shall conform to the clearance requirements of Section 18.38.080. 

 B. Extension Above Rooftop. No sign that is attached to a building shall extend above the parapet or eave line. 

 C. Window Signs. Signs placed on the inside of windows and directed toward the outside of a building shall be in-

cluded in the total sign area calculations. 

 D. Incidental Signs. Signs viewed from the outside of a building are exempt from permit requirements. 

 E. Canopies and Awnings. Signs placed on projecting canopies and awnings, whether lighted or not, shall be calcu-

lated only for the area of the canopy or awning taken up by the sign itself. Lighting of the awning or canopy, whether direct-

ly, indirectly or by back-lighting shall have no affect on the sign requirements, unless lighted signs are specifically prohi-

bited in that area or zone. (Ord. 980 § 3 (part), 1997). 

 

17.38.110 Commercial district sign regulations. 

 The following regulations shall pertain to signs placed within all commercial zoning districts: 

 A. Freestanding Signs. 

 1. Narrow Parcels. A parcel having less than fifty feet of street frontage may have a single freestanding sign not to 

exceed fifty feet in area. 
 2. Wide Parcels. A parcel having street frontage greater than fifty feet may have an aggregate freestanding sign area 

not to exceed one square foot per lineal foot of frontage, provided no sign exceeds one hundred square feet in area. 

 3. Multiple Signs. Lots having more than one hundred feet of street frontage may have more than 

one freestanding sign, per function, per street frontage. 

 4. Spacing. Freestanding signs on the same parcel shall be no closer than fifty feet to each other and no closer than 

twenty-five feet from adjacent properties. 

 5. Height. The maximum height of a freestanding sign shall be thirty-five feet from grade directly below the sign to 

the highest point on the sign or its structure. 

 6. Shopping Center or Professional Complex. A shopping center, professional office complex, or similar large mul-

tiple building or multiple occupancy development may have an identification sign to a maximum size of three hundred 

square feet, placed along one or more street frontages that are longer than three hundred feet each, provided the sign is no 

closer than one hundred feet from adjacent property on the same side of the street and no other free-standing signs larger 

than fifty square feet are placed on the property. 

 B. Building Signs (Commercial). 

 1. Maximum Aggregate Area. The total area of wall signs, projecting signs, and other signs attached to buildings shall 

not exceed two square feet for each lineal foot of building facade width. 

 2. Maximum Sign Size. Any single sign attached to a building shall not exceed one hundred square feet in area unless 

the total sign area is less than ten percent of the total facade area. 

 3. Number of Signs. There is no limit to the number of individual signs, provided they are for on-premise advertising 

in commercial districts and provided the total sign area limitations are maintained. 

 4. Illumination. Signs may be illuminated directly, indirectly or internally, provided the lighting is directed away from 

any residences or other light-sensitive land uses, and away from oncoming traffic. (Ord. 980 § 3 (part), 1997). 

 

17.38.120 Industrial and special-purpose district sign regulations. 

 The following regulations shall pertain to signs placed within the industrial district. 

 A. Freestanding Signs. Maximum Area. The freestanding sign requirements of the commercial districts shall apply, 

with the exceptions of schools, parks, and similar non-retail facilities which shall be limited to a single fifty- square-foot 

freestanding sign per street frontage. 

 B. Building Signs (Industrial). 

 1. Maximum Aggregate Area. The total area of wall signs, projecting signs, and other signs attached to buildings, in-

cluding rooftop, shall not exceed one hundred square feet. 

 2. Maximum Sign Size. Any single sign attached to a building shall not exceed one hundred square feet. 

 3. Number of Signs. There is no limit to the number of individual signs, provided they are for on-premise advertising 

and the total sign area limitations are maintained. 

 4. Illumination. Signs may be illuminated directly, indirectly or internally provided the lighting is directed away from 

any residences or other light-sensitive land uses, and away from oncoming traffic. (Ord. 980 § 3 (part), 1997). 
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17.38.130 Residential area sign regulations. 

 The following regulations shall pertain to signs placed within the residential zoning district. 

 A. Freestanding Signs (Residential). 

 1. Entrance Signs. One freestanding sign shall be permitted at each street entrance to a neighborhood, subdivision, 

manufactured home park, apartment/condominium complex, or other homogeneous residential area. Such sign shall be de-

signed specifically to identify that development and is subject to review and approval during the site plan review and/or 

planned unit development review. Such sign shall be no larger than fifty square feet. 

 2. Individual Properties. Each residential property may have one freestanding permanent sign, not to exceed two 

square feet in area. 

 3. Multiple-Family Developments. Residential properties having four or more dwelling units may have one permanent 

sign per street frontage, not to exceed a total sign area of four square feet. 

 4. Height. Freestanding signs in residential zones shall be limited to six feet ft. in height, measured from grade direct-

ly below the sign to the highest point on the sign or its structure. 

 B. Building Signs. Any of the freestanding sign limitations of Sections 17.38.130(A)(2) or (A)(3) may be applied as 

wall signs in lieu of freestanding signs. 

 C. Other Provisions. Special care shall be taken in residential zones to direct sign lighting away from residences and 

traffic. External sign lighting shall be directed toward the sign and away from traffic. Internally illuminated signs are prohi-

bited. Resident name plaques and address numbers shall not be included in the total sign area calculations. (Ord. 1073 § 2, 

2001; Ord. 980 § 3 (part), 1997). 

 

17.38.140 Signs in mixed-use districts. 

 A. Strict application of sign regulations in the case of mixed-use areas may be subject to conditions of approval that 

are imposed to prevent adverse impacts on the neighborhood or adjacent properties and to ensure land use compatibility. 

 B. In zoning districts that permit a mixture of residential, commercial and/or industrial or special-purpose uses, the 

sign requirements of the district in which the permitted use is located shall apply. (For example: An office building in a res-

idential zone may erect signs based on the residential district sign regulations.) (Ord. 980 § 3 (part), 1997). 

 

17.38.150 Variations to sign code regulations. 

 A. The city of Kalama shall have the authority to grant administrative approval for minor adjustments to sign heights, 

numbers of signs, sign placement and sign size, provided: 

 1. The adjustments not to exceed ten percent of the basic requirements; and 

 2. The adjustment is based on a hardship or problem with the site, existing building placements or poor site visibility. 

 B. A variance application for adjustments beyond ten percent shall be presented to the hearing examiner. Upon receipt 

of a completed variance application, a public hearing date will be set for the next regularly scheduled meeting of the hearing 

examiner, not to exceed forty-five days after acceptance of the completed application. The application will be reviewed by 

city planning staff and written findings will be provided to the examiner prior to the public hearing. (Ord. 1040 § 1, 2000; 

Ord. 980 § 3 (part), 1997). 

 

17.38.160 Nonconforming signs. 

 Legally established signs that no longer conform to these sign provisions may remain, subject to the following: 

 A. Maintenance, repairs and the changing of changeable copy are permitted. 

 B. The sign face may not be enlarged or wording changed, but may be reduced in size to lessen the degree of noncon-

formity. 

 C. Structural alterations to prolong the life of a nonconforming sign are prohibited. Improvements that eliminate non-

conformities are encouraged. 

 D. Signs that have been specifically designated for amortization shall be removed in accordance with the amortization 

schedule, as established by the city. 

 E. A nonconforming sign may be relocated or structurally altered without achieving full compliance with code re-

quirements when the proposed change will bring the sign closer to compliance, will remove a safety hazard, and/or the 

overall visual/aesthetic impact will be improved, provided the subject sign has not been targeted for amortization. 
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 F. Any portable or temporary/special purpose sign that is found to be nonconforming shall be removed immediately 

following written notification from the city. (Ord. 980 § 3 (part), 1997). 

 

17.38.170 Removal of signs. 

 A. The city of Kalama shall be authorized to remove or cause to be removed any abandoned, dangerous, defective, 

illegal or prohibited sign, subject to the notice requirements set forth in this section. 

 B. A notice describing the sign to be removed shall be prepared by the city and shall include a description of the viola-

tion or other problem, and shall specify a time period of not greater than thirty calendar days during which the violation or 

problem shall be corrected, or the sign removed. 

 C. The notice of violation and time limit for correction shall be mailed by certified mail to the owner of the sign, or the 

owner of record of the property on which the sign is located. Such notice shall also be posted at a conspicuous location on 

the subject property. 

 D. If the problems or violations have not been corrected within the required period and the sign has not been removed, 

the sign shall be removed by order of the city and the costs of removal and storage of the sign shall be assessed in the form 

of a lien against the property from which the sign was removed. 

 E. A sign which has been removed and held by the city longer than thirty days and not recovered by its owner, shall be 

declared abandoned and the title shall be vested in the city. (Ord. 980 § 3 (part), 1997). 
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Chapter 17.44  PARKING AND SIDEWALK REQUIREMENTS  

 

Sections: 

17.44.010 Intent. 

17.44.020 Parking standards and requirements. 

17.44.030 Mixed occupancies. 

17.44.040 Layout plan. 

17.44.050 Loading and unloading. 

 

17.44.010 Intent. 

 The intent of the parking and sidewalk requirements are to ensure adequate parking for the occupants, employees, visi-

tors, customers and patrons as well as provide pedestrian access to these areas at the same time protecting the health, safety 

and welfare of citizens. (Ord. 1073 § 3 (part), 2001). 

 

17.44.020 Parking standards and requirements. 

 A. 1. In all use districts, space for the off-street storage and parking and loading and unloading of motor vehicles shall be 

reserved and improved for use when any building or structure is erected, or when any building or structure is enlarged or 

expanded in height or ground coverage so as to increase the number of required parking spaces by ten percent over the 

number required prior to the enlargement or expansion. 

 2. Surface Requirements. Every required off-street automobile parking and truck loading and unloading space and 

necessary means of access to such space, such as driveways, shall be made permanently available for such purposes and 

shall be improved with asphaltic cement or concrete or combination of concrete and vegetation the length of the front yard 

setback and be well maintained. 

 

 

 B. Minimum Requirements: 

 1. Residential  

   Single-Family Dwelling 2 spaces for each dwelling or living unit 

   Multifamily Dwellings 2 spaces for each 2 dwelling or living units 

  

 2. Commercial  

   Retail Space/Repair Shops 1 space per 400 sq. ft. of floor area 

   Bank/Professional Offices 1 space per 400 sq. ft. of floor area 

   Eating/Drinking Establishments 1 space per 200 sq. ft. of floor area 

   Hotel/Motel/B&Bs 1 space per guest room 

   Daycare 1 space per employee 

   Card Rooms 1 space per 200 sq. ft. of floor area plus 1 space for each card 

room chair 

   Recreational Activity 1 space per 200 sq. ft. of floor area 

   Churches 1 space for each 6 seats or 12 feet of bench in principal place 

of worship 

   Schools 1 space for each 12 students grades 1-8, 1 space for each 4 

students grades 9-12 

   Government Offices/Library 1 space per 300 sq. ft. of floor area 

   Hospitals/Rest Homes 1 space for every 3 patient beds, plus 1 additional space for 

each staff doctor and for every 3 employees 

   Manufacturing/Industrial Use 1 space for each 2 employees on shift of greatest employ-

ment, with a minimum of 3 spaces 

   All Other Uses 1 space for each 200 sq. ft. of gross floor area 
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 C. Size of Parking Space. Each off-street parking space shall have a width of not less than nine feet and a depth of not 

less than twenty feet. Each space shall be provided with adequate ingress and egress. 

 D. Location. Off-street parking facilities shall be located on-site to the extent feasible. Any pre-marked on-street park-

ing space immediately adjacent to a use may be counted toward fulfilling that useôs parking requirement. All required off-

street parking spaces shall be located so as to not encroach in any required yard setback area, except that parking shall be 

permitted in the rear yard setback area excluding the side yard setback requirements. 

 E. Loading. In all commercial districts, every use which will require the receipt or distribution of materials or mer-

chandise by truck or similar vehicle shall provide a space for the unloading and loading of goods and materials. Such space 

shall not be less than ten feet in width nor twenty-five feet in length. Such space shall be provided with adequate access to a 

public right-of-way. 

 F. Joint Use of parking and Loading Facilities. Joint parking and/or loading facilities serving two or more uses, struc-

tures, or parcels of land may be approved to the extent that the owners or operators of the uses, structures, or parcels are 

under separate ownership, the right to joint use of the parking space must be evidenced by a deed, lease, contract or other 

appropriate written document to establish the joint use. 

 G. Sidewalks. Sidewalks must be installed, repaired and maintained in all commercial zones in accordance with Kala-

ma Municipal Code Chapter 11.04. (Ord. 1094 §§ 4, 5, 2002: Ord. 1073 § 3 (part), 2001). 

 

17.44.030 Mixed occupancies. 

 In the case of mixed uses, the total requirements for off-street parking facilities shall be the sum of the requirements for 

the various uses computed separately. Off-street parking facilities for one use shall not be considered as providing required 

facilities for any other use except as hereinafter specified for a joint use. (Ord. 1073 § 3 (part), 2001). 

 

17.44.040 Layout plan. 

 Prior to the issuance of a building permit for any building or use requiring more than one parking space, a plan showing 

proposed and existing buildings and the layout, dimension, and number of parking spaces shall be submitted to and ap-

proved by the cityôs building and planning department. (Ord. 1073 Ä 3 (part), 2001). 

 

17.44.050 Loading and unloading. 

 On every lot in a commercial or industrial district, and on any lot on which is conducted any public or semipublic use, 

there shall be provided space for the loading and unloading of goods and materials. Such space shall not be less than ten 

(10) feet in width nor twenty-five (25) feet in length. Such space shall be provided with adequate access to a public right-of-

way. (Ord. 1073 § 3 (part), 2001). 
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Chapter 17.48 

 

NONCONFORMING USES 

 

Sections: 

17.48.010 Nonconforming use of land and buildings--Continuance. 

17.48.020 Nonconforming uses of buildings--Yard and area requirements. 

17.48.030 Nonconforming uses of land and buildings--Li mitations. 

 

17.48.010 Nonconforming use of land and buildings--Continuance. 

 Any nonconforming use of land, buildings, or structures lawfully existing at the effective date of the ordinance codified 

in this title may be continued, subject to the provisions of this chapter. (Ord. 516 § 3 (part), 1970; Ord. 491 § 11.01, 1966). 

 

17.48.020 Nonconforming uses of buildings--Yard and area requirements. 

 Any building or structure conforming as to use but nonconforming as to height, lot area, lot coverage, or yards at the 

effective date of the ordinance codified in this title may be altered, repaired, or extended; provided that such alteration, re-

pair, or extension shall not increase the existing degree of nonconformance. (Ord. 516 § 3 (part), 1970; Ord. 491 § 11.02, 

1966). 

 

17.48.030 Nonconforming uses of land and buildings--Limitations.  

 A. Any building or part thereof containing a nonconforming use may be maintained with ordinary repair; provided that 

no such building or part shall be extended, expanded, or structurally altered except as otherwise required by law. 

 B. A nonconforming use of a part of a building shall not be extended throughout the building. 

 C. Any land or building or part thereof formerly used by a nonconforming use and which had been unoccupied or un-

used continuously for a period of at least one year shall not be reoccupied except by a conforming use. 

 D. No nonconforming use of land shall be extended, enlarged, or expanded. 

 E. Any change of a nonconforming use shall be to a conforming one. (Ord. 516 § 3 (part), 1970; Ord. 491 § 11.03, 

1966). 
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Chapter 17.52 

 

VARIANCES  

 

Sections: 

17.52.010 Authorization to grant or deny. 

17.52.020 Conditions for granting. 

17.52.030 Application. 

17.52.040 Notices and public hearing. 

17.52.045 Review by hearing examiner. 

17.52.050 Appeal. 

 

17.52.010 Authorization to grant or deny. 

 The city may grant variances from the requirements of this title where it can be shown that, owing to special and unusual 

circumstances related to a specific piece of property, the literal interpretation of this title would cause undue or unnecessary 

hardship. No variance shall be granted to allow the use of property for purposes not authorized in the district in which the 

proposed use would be located. In granting a variance the city may attach conditions which it finds necessary to protect the 

best interests of the surrounding property or neighborhood and to otherwise achieve the purposes of this title. (Ord. 1040 § 

2, 2000: Ord. 878 § 1, 1994: Ord. 807 § 1, 1991: Ord. 516 § 3 (part), 1970; Ord. 491 § 12.01, 1966). 

 

17.52.020 Conditions for granting. 

 No application for variance shall be granted unless the city finds: 

 A. The variance shall not constitute a grant of special privilege inconsistent with the limitations upon uses of other 

properties in the vicinity and zone in which the property on behalf of which the application was filed is located; and 

 B. That such variance is necessary, because of special circumstances relating to the size, shape, topography, location 

or surroundings of the subject property, to provide it with use, rights and privileges permitted to other properties in the vi-

cinity and in the zone in which the subject property is located; and 

 C. That the granting of such variance will not be materially detrimental to the public welfare or injurious to the proper-

ty or improvements in the vicinity and zone in which the subject property is situated; and 

 D. The hardship asserted by the applicant is not the result of the applicantôs or the ownerôs action. (Ord. 1040 § 3, 

2000: Ord. 807 § 2, 1991: Ord. 516 § 3 (part), 1970; Ord. 491 § 12.02, 1966). 

 

17.52.030 Application. 

 A request for a variance may be initiated by a property owner or his authorized agent by filing an application with the 

city clerk-treasurer on forms prescribed by the city council at least forty-five days prior to the hearing examiner meeting at 

which the proposal is to be reviewed. The completed application shall be accompanied by a statement showing the condi-

tions for granting under Section 17.52.020 have been met by the applicantôs property, together with a site plan, drawn to 

scale, showing the dimensions and arrangements of the proposed development and its relationship to the surrounding prop-

erty, together with a fee as established by resolution of the city council, which shall be nonrefundable. In addition to such 

fee, the person filing such request shall pay on demand by the city clerk-treasurer, the actual costs incurred by the city in 

connection with such request, and all actions taken pursuant thereto for copying, publication costs, postage, hearing ex-

aminer charges and recording fees. No final action shall be taken upon such request until the application is deemed com-

plete by the city clerk and until all such fees and costs have been paid in full. The fees herein provided may hereafter be 

increased or decreased by resolution duly enacted by the city council. (Ord. 1119 § 18, 2003: Ord. 1040 § 4, 2000: Ord. 878 

§ 2, 1994: Ord. 807 § 3, 1991: Ord. 627 § 1, 1979: Ord. 516 § 3 (part), 1970; Ord. 491 § 12.03(1), 1966). 

 

17.52.040 Notices and public hearing. 

 Before a request for a variance is acted upon it shall first be considered at a public hearing before the hearing examiner. 

Notice of the public hearing shall be given as specified in either subsections A or B of this section. 

 A. By sending copies of the notice by mail not less than seven days prior to the date of hearing to all property owners 

whose property abuts, touches, or adjoins, or is directly across a street or an alley from the property involved, using for this 
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purpose the names and addresses of owners as shown upon the records of the county assessorôs office. Failure to send notice 

to a person shall not invalidate any proceedings in connection with the application for a variances. 

 B. By posting not less than three copies of this notice, printed or written, in a conspicuous place at or near the location 

of the proposed variance. 

 C. By such additional advertisement as may be deemed necessary through the radio or press at the discretion of the 

hearing examiner. (Ord. 1040 § 5, 2000: Ord. 878 § 3, 1994: Ord. 807 § 4, 1991; Ord. 516 § 3 (part), 1970; Ord. 491 § 

12.03(2), 1966). 

 

17.52.045 Review by hearing examiner. 

 A. Upon receipt of a completed variance application request, the planning commission secretary in conference with the 

hearing examiner shall set the date for a public hearing to review such application. Such hearing shall be set not later than 

forty-five days after receipt of the completed application by the city clerk-treasurer. The planning commission secretary 

shall provide notice of such hearing pursuant to Section 17.52.040. 

 B. Any person interested in any application for variance may appear at the public hearing set for review thereof and 

present his remarks. Upon conclusion of the hearing the hearing examiner shall approve the variance request, deny the va-

riance request or approve the variance request with conditions as authorized by the Kalama zoning code or the Kalama 

SEPA ordinance. 

 C. The hearing examiner may recess a hearing on a request for a variance, at the request of the applicant, in order to 

allow the applicant to provide additional information. The hearing examiner may also recess the variance public hearing on 

its own motion, in order to obtain additional information itself. Upon necessity of recess for these purposes, the hearing 

examiner shall announce the time and date when the hearing will be resumed. 

 D. The hearing examiner shall render the decision on the variance request as prescribed in Sections 2.34.130 and 

2.34.140 of this code. All action on a variance request shall be completed within sixty days after the date of the first public 

hearing unless the applicant has requested an extension of the public hearing and has failed to provide additional informa-

tion to the hearing examiner in a timely fashion, in which case at the end of such sixty-day period the hearing examiner 

shall deny the variance application. (Ord. 1040 § 6, 2000: Ord. 878 § 4, 1994). 

 

17.52.050 Appeal. 

 The applicant or any interested party may file an appeal of the decision of the hearing examiner as prescribed in Section 

2.34.150 of this code. (Ord. 1040 § 7, 2000). 
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Chapter 17.54 

 

CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS  

 

Sections: 

17.54.010 Purpose. 

17.54.020 Application. 

17.54.030 Investigation, report, and public hearing. 

17.54.040 Notices and public hearing. 

17.54.050 Evaluation criteria.  

17.54.060 Revocation of conditional use permit. 

17.54.070 Frequency of and time limitations. 

17.54.080 Conditions use permits--Fee. 

17.54.090 Reimbursements. 

 

17.54.010 Purpose. 

 It is recognized that there are special uses which, because of their unique characteristics, cannot be properly classified in 

any particular zoning district without consideration in each case of the impact of those uses upon neighboring land and of 

the public need for the particular use at the particular location. These uses are called conditional uses. It is the intent and 

policy of the city that such uses be dealt with in such a way that shall not allow a deterioration of the intent of the district in 

which the application is intended nor shall there be a grant of any special privilege not available to other properties of the 

same district. (Ord. 1074 § 1 (part), 2001). 

 

17.54.020 Application. 

 Only a property owner or his designee may file an application for a conditional use permit from the hearing examiner. It 

shall be presented to the city clerk-treasurer along with a filing fee as established by resolution of the city council. The filing 

fee shall not be refundable. A site plan will be attached to the application showing the existing property and surrounding 

area land uses and the uses that the applicant proposes for the subject property. The application together with the site plan 

shall be forwarded to the city planner. The city planner shall hold a preapplication conference with the applicant prior to the 

acceptance of the actual application or any fees. (Ord. 1074 § 1 (part), 2001). 

 

17.54.030 Investigation, report, and public hearing. 

 The city planner shall make an investigation of the application and shall prepare a written report to the hearing examiner 

with a copy of the report forwarded to the appli-cant at least five working days prior to the hearing date. The hearing ex-

aminer shall establish a date, time, and place for the public hearing, not to exceed forty-five days after acceptance of the 

application and ensure that all public notices and postings are made in conformance with the requirements of this chapter. 

(Ord. 1074 § 1 (part), 2001). 

 

17.54.040 Notices and public hearing. 

 Before a request for a conditional use permit is acted upon by the hearing examiner it shall first be considered at a public 

hearing. Notice of the public hearing shall be given as specified in either subsections A and B of this section. 

 A. By sending copies of the notice by mail not less than seven days prior to the date of hearing to all property owners 

whose property abuts, touches, or adjoins, or is directly across a street or an alley from the property involved, using for this 

purpose the names and addresses of owners as shown upon the records of the county assessorôs office. Failure to send notice 

to a person shall not invalidate any proceedings in connection with the application for a conditional use. 

 B. The site shall be posted and removed by and at the cost of the applicant with signs ñNotice of Pending Land Use 

Action.ò The signs shall be no less in size than eighteen inches by twenty-four inches on color laminated or equally weather 

resistant material with printing no smaller than one-half inch. The text containing the type of activity and date and time of 

the hearing shall be at least three-fourths inch in size. 

 C. By such additional advertisement as may be deemed necessary through the radio or press at the discretion of the 

hearing examiner. (Ord. 1074 § 1 (part), 2001). 
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17.54.050 Evaluation criteria.  

 A. In order to grant any conditional use, the hearing examiner must find that the establishment, maintenance or opera-

tion of the use applied for will not, under the circumstances of the particular case, be significantly detrimental to the health, 

safety, or general welfare of the persons residing or working in the neighborhood of such proposed use or be detrimental or 

injurious to the property and improvements in the neighborhood or to the general welfare of the city. In making such a de-

termination the examiner shall be guided by the following considerations and standards; 

 1. The use applied is either listed in the conditional uses allowed in the district or significantly similar to one or more 

of the listed uses and does not expand any nonconforming use. 

 2. That the use will not be detrimental to the character and use of adjoining buildings or those in the vicinity. 

 3. The use will not create a hazard in the immediate area either for the residences, people or vehicular traffic. 

 4. All required public facilities (i.e. water, sanitary sewer, drainage and streets) have adequate capacity to serve the 

proposed use. 

 5. Adequate ingress and egress will be available for fire and other emergency equipment. 

 6. Adequate off street parking will be provided to prevent congestion of public streets. 

 B. The hearing examiner may impose reasonable conditions to insure that the use, if granted, will meet the criteria set 

forth above, limit the term of the use, and require such bonds or other security devices as may be reasonably necessary to 

insure continued compliance with the conditions of the use permit. These conditions may include, but are not limited to the 

following: 

 1. Increased or reduced setbacks, lot size or lot dimensions. 

 2. Additional design features necessary to minimize impacts of the conditional use which could include landscaping, 

fencing, additional off-street parking etc. 

 3. Limitations on building height, lot coverage, signs, or lighting. 

 4. Restrictions on hours, days, place and manner of operations. 

 5. Requirements under which any future enlargement or alteration of the use shall be reviewed by the city and new 

conditions imposed. 

 C. The hearing examiner shall render a decision as required in Kalama Municipal Code Section 2.34.130 and notify 

the applicant of that decision within five days after the public hearing. The decision of the hearing examiner shall be final 

unless appealed as outlined in Kalama Municipal Code Section 2.34.150. 

 D. A conditional use permit shall become void one year after approval, or after such greater or lesser time as may be 

specified as a condition of approval unless, within that time, the required building construction, alteration, or enlargement 

has been commenced and diligently pursued, or if no such construction, alteration or enlargement is required, the permitted 

activity is being regularly conducted on the premises. The hearing examiner may extend the permit for a period of one year. 

(Ord. 1074 § 1 (part), 2001). 

 

17.54.060 Revocation of conditional use permit. 

 The Kalama city council may revoke a conditional use permit upon receiving written findings outlining violations of a 

conditional use permit as issued by the hearing examiner. The city clerk-treasurer shall notify the original applicant of the 

cityôs intention to hold a public hearing for the purpose of revoking the conditional use permit for violations of standards 

and conditions imposed. The applicant shall be given full opportunity to show just cause of any violations or show city error 

in violation determination. (Ord. 1074 § 1 (part), 2001). 

 

17.54.070 Frequency of and time limitations. 

 The original applicant can resubmit, only one time, the unamended application within one year after rejection by the ex-

aminer for no additional fee. (Ord. 1074 § 1 (part), 2001). 

 

17.54.080 Conditional use permits--Fee. 

 A conditional use permit application fee seventy-five dollars is establishes to cover the administrative expenses incurred 

by the city in the processing of the application, due at the time of application. (Res. 414 § 1, 2001). 

 

17.54.090 Reimbursements. 
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 In addition to the application fee, the applicant for a conditional use permit will be responsible for the reimbursement to 

the city all actual costs associated with the application including but not limited to the publication costs, and the costs for 

the processing of the permit. At the applicantôs expense the site is required to be posted with a sign as described in Section 

17.54.040(B). These cost reimbursement are due prior to the issuance of the conditional use permit. (Res. 414 §2, 2001). 
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Chapter 17.56 

 

AMENDMENTS  

 

Sections: 

17.56.010 Initiation methods. 

17.56.015 Rezoning methods. 

17.56.017 Commercial zone change. 

17.56.020 Withdrawal.  

17.56.030 Hearing. 

17.56.040 Adjournment.  

17.56.050 Recommendation to council. 

17.56.060 Resubmission of denied petition. 

 

17.56.010 Initiation methods. 

 Proceedings for an amendment of this title may be initiated by either of the following two means: 

 A. The petition of one or more persons or corporation having a substantial and sufficient interest in the proposed 

amendment, which petition shall be filed with commission at the office of the city clerk-treasurer, accompanied by a fee as 

established by resolution of the city council, which fee shall be nonrefundable. In addition to such fee, the person filing such 

petition shall pay to the city on demand by the clerk-treasurer the actual costs incurred by the city in connection with peti-

tion, and all actions taken pursuant thereto, for copying, publication costs, postage and recording fees. No final action shall 

be taken upon such petition until all such fees and costs have been paid in full. The fees herein provided may hereafter be 

increased or decreased by resolution duly enacted by the city council; 

 B. Resolution of the council or commission. (Ord. 1119 § 19, 2003: Ord. 627 § 2, 1979: Ord. 516 § 3 (part), 1970; 

Ord. 491 § 13.01, 1966). 

 

17.56.015 Rezoning methods. 

 Zoning ordinance or maps may be amended whenever public necessity, convenience and general welfare require. The 

boundaries of zoning districts established on maps of the city, and the classification of property uses established by ordin-

ance, may be amended as follows: 

 A. By the amendment of the text of the Kalama Zoning Code; or 

 B. By amendment of the zoning map. (Ord. 664 § 2, 1981). 

 

17.56.017 Commercial zone change. 

 To consider establishment of any new commercially zoned property, the applicant for the zone change must submit an 

inventory of the available and vacant or underutilized commercially zoned property where the proposed use is a permitted 

use. The inventory will provide an indication of the level of need for additional commercially zoned property which can 

accommodate the proposed use. All proposed rezones to commercial uses must comply with the following standards: 

 A. Nonconforming Uses. A new commercial zone shall not be established upon a parcel of land which contains a non-

conforming use, unless the development plan for the commercial facility includes the elimination of more than half of the 

nonconforming uses, buildings and structures within twenty-four months of the rezone: 

 B. Traffic Circulation Plan. The applicant for the rezone must provide a traffic circulation plan showing the adequacy 

of the adjacent streets for carrying the traffic generated by the proposed use, proper methods of ingress and egress to and 

from the area. 

 C. Preliminary Development Plan. The applicant for the rezone must submit a preliminary development plan for the 

commercial facility showing: a unified and organized arrangement of buildings; off-street parking; internal traffic circula-

tion; public restrooms and service facilities for the property on which the new commercial facility is proposed. The planned 

development shall minimize any adverse effect on the properties surrounding the proposed development.  

 D. Cost of Improvements. The property owner of the rezoned property shall be required to pay the cost of the con-

struction and installation of necessary improvements on streets abutting the proposed commercial facility, and shall dedicate 

or deed land abutting the commercial facility for street widening purposes when so required by the city. 
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17.56.020 Withdrawal.  

 Any petition for an amendment may be withdrawn upon the written application of a majority of all persons who signed 

such petition. The council and the commission may by resolution cancel any proceedings for an amendment initiated by 

their resolution, provided that any hearing of which public notice has been given shall be held. (Ord. 516 § 3 (part), 1970; 

Ord. 491 § 13.02, 1966). 

 

17.56.030 Hearing. 

 Upon initiation of an amendment proposal or resolution by the city council to determine the zoning of newly annexed 

property, and within sixty days after filing thereof, the commission shall hold a public hearing in relation thereto. Such hear-

ing shall be held at a suitable place within the city, and notice of the time, place and purpose of such hearing shall be pub-

lished at least once, not less than ten days prior to the date of such hearing, in the legal newspaper of the city. If the hearing 

concerns a proposed amendment to the zoning map, or to initial zoning of property newly annexed to the city, additional 

notice shall be given by posting on the property concerned, and written notice shall be mailed, not less than ten days prior to 

said hearing, to the owners of all property within three hundred feet of the boundaries thereof, using for this purpose the last 

known names of such owners as shown upon the records of the county assessor. Failure to send notices by mail to any prop-

erty owner where the address of such owner is not included in the assessorôs records on the date of such mailing shall not 

invalidate any proceedings in connection with such amendment or reclassification. (Ord. 613 § 2, 1978: Ord. 516 § 3 (part), 

1970; Ord. 491 § 13.03, 1966). 

 

17.56.040 Adjournment.  

 The commission may adjourn any hearing in order to obtain additional information or to serve further notice upon such 

other persons as it decides may be interested in said amendment or classification. If a date for continuance of the hearing is 

set at the time of adjournment, persons previously notified and persons already heard need not be notified of the time of 

resumption of said hearing unless the commission so decides; if no such date is set, notice as required in Section 17.56.030 

shall be published in the cityôs legal newspaper. (Ord. 613 § 3, 1978: Ord. 516 § 3 (part), 1970; Ord. 491 § 13.04, 1966). 

 

17.56.050 Recommendation to council. 

 If, from the facts presented at the public hearing or on investigation by the commission, the commission finds that the 

public health, safety, and/or general welfare warrant enactment of the proposed amendment and that such enactment is in 

compliance with the intentions and purposes of this title, it shall recommend said amendment to the council for adoption. 

The decision of the commission, whether favorable or unfavorable to the proposed amendment, shall be reported to the 

council within sixty days of the filing of the petition for the proposed amendment with the commission. If the commissionôs 

decision is favorable, the council shall act thereon, whether favorably or unfavorably, within thirty days of receipt of said 

decision. If the matter presented to the commission is a resolution by the city council to establish the zoning of newly an-

nexed property, the commission, after hearing an investigation as in this chapter provided, shall make its report and recom-

mendation to the city council within sixty days of the date of enactment of the resolution by the commission, and the com-

mission shall act thereon within thirty days of the receipt of said report and recommendation. The city council may accept 

or reject in whole or in part the recommendations of the commission or may modify the proposed zoning recommended by 

the commission. If the recommendation of the commission is modified or rejected in whole or in part, the council shall hold 

a public hearing, after notice as provided in Section 17.56.030, and following such hearing, the council shall determine the 

zoning classification of such annexed property and shall enact an ordinance accordingly. (Ord. 613 § 4, 1978: Ord. 516 § 3 

(part), 1970; Ord. 491 § 13.05, 1966). 

 

17.56.060 Resubmission of denied petition. 

 After a petition has been denied by the commission or the council, or after an ordinance has been enacted establishing the 

zone classification for newly annexed property, such petition for a rezone for the classification for such newly annexed 

property shall not be resubmitted for rezoning within less than one yearôs time unless it can be shown that conditions effect-

ing the proposed amendment have substantially changed. (Ord. 613 § 5, 1978: Ord. 516 § 3 (part), 1970; Ord. 491 § 13.06, 

1966). 
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Chapter 17.60 

 

USAGE TABLE 

 

Sections: 

17.60.010 Purpose 

17.60.020 Table 

 

17.60.010 Purpose 

 This chapter provides a complete list of uses permitted (P), prohibited (X) and permitted by a conditional use permit (C) 

in the residential and commercial zones.  This table is to serve as a user-friendly guide for citizens, developers and city offi-

cials in determining the placement of proposed uses within the city.  Floating zoning districts are not shown in this table, 

due to the lack of geographical boundaries.  The sexually oriented business overlay zone describes the uses permitted within 

the zone in Section 17.26.150 KMC. If a particular use is not listed and is not deemed substantially similar to another listed 

use by the City, then the use is prohibited.  A use deemed to be prohibited may be appealed, subject to the provisions of 

17.12.050. 

 

17.60.020 Table 

Use 

Zoning District  

R-1 R-2 R-3 
C-1 

(CBD) 
C-2 

(HWC) 
PSO 

Food and Beverage Service Uses       

Bakery X X X P P X 

Candy Store X X X P P X 

Coffee kiosks or drive-through coffee stores X X X P P X 

Drinking establishments (bars, cocktail lounges, 

night clubs, and taverns) 
X X X P C X 

Food Processing X X X C P X 

Liquor Store X X X P P X 

Microbreweries / Wineries / Brew Pubs X X X C P X 

Other food service establishments including cof-

fee houses, delicatessens, ice cream parlors, 

juice bars, etc. 

X X X P P C 

Restaurants X X X P P C 

Manufacturing Uses       

Apparel and other related products manufacture 

and assembly 
X X X X P X 

Computer Equipment Manufacture and assembly X X X X P X 

Custom, art and craft work X X X P P C 

Electrical and electronic goods manufacture and 

assembly 
X X X X P X 

Fuel Storage Facilities X X X X P X 

Furniture and fixtures manufacture and assembly X X X X P X 

General Manufacturing X X X X P X 

Light Industrial Manufacturing X X X X P X 

Medical and optic goods manufacture and as- X X X C P X 




